
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The old and new mix it up at the Tramway Museum, 6th July 2019. 
Tranzurban’s Wellington’s double-deck diesel No.3506 (BICC chassis), built 2018, poses alongside our 
Fiducia tram No.260, built Wellington, 1952.  No.3506 was on a special hire for Regional Council staff to 
meet the Park Rangers and have a look at Queen Elizabeth Park.      Photo: Russell Jenkins 
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THEY SOLD OUT LAST YEAR 

SO ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 

 

A wall calendar featuring A4 size colour and black and white photos of 
Trams in Wellington plus a full calendar page for each month. 

 

Available from the Tramway Museum kiosk $15 

Or 

By mail within New Zealand $20 (Including packing and postage) 

Send orders to PO Box 2612 Wellington 6140 

Or 

Email your order to info@wellingtontrams.org.nz with your delivery address details 

And pay cost of purchase into Museum Bank Account 06-0501-0075414-00 
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From Steve Porter’s Workbench
A very busy period has just passed by. As 
members will see by reading elsewhere in this 
issue, operations have continued with four 
trams available to crews (but sadly with only 
enough traffic for one).  

Crews, please be gentle with our trams. Our 
heritage trams are both valuable and to an 
extent fragile. Specifically, recent reported 
problems with reservoir drain valves not 
seating (sealing) has been traced to earlier 
rough treatment of the operating levers and 
handles. Please, when operating these items, 
be gentle when achieving both open and 
closed positions. The use of brute force has 
damaged these components. While this 
problem has been worst on Tram 260 the 
principle is the same. Open gently and close 
gently and you will not damage these valves 
or their operating mechanism. 

And now to other things around our tramway: 
Our landlords (GWRC) have heard our request 
to lower the height of the trees on our 
eastern boundary. The tall trees from 
Whareroa Rd to the middle telephone pole 
have been cut down. The tramway has agreed 
to pay for the felling of the last gum tree in 
the line and the macrocarpa beside the Kiosk 
as these two trees were not seen by GWRC as 
an immediate problem. The result is that the 
threat of a tree falling on our overhead in the 
depot area has now been eliminated. As a last 
part of the work we hope to see the stump 
behind the Palace removed and three trees: a 
scrubby Whitey wood and two Taupatas, 
which are astride the pathway from the car 
park bridge removed over the next two 
weeks. Our thanks are extended to GWRC and 
their contractor Wilding Wood Management 
for their cooperation and assistance in this 
matter. 

The Board recently authorised two other 
projects. The first was the commissioning of a 
design that will see the Ackley hand brake 
mechanisms incorporated into Tram 17. The 
second is seeking outside help with the 
completion of a Conservation Report and 
preparation of a Restoration Plan for Tram 
207, with a view to an early Funding 

Application to kick start this project. After 
considering various ways of moving these two 
projects along the Board decided to employ 
Leyton Chan for both. He has already visited 
the site and is working on both projects. He is 
giving priority to the Tram 17 Hand Brake 
Stand design as requested but has carried out 
preliminary site work on both trams. 

The desirability of advancing the replacement 
of the Palace (Amenities Building) has been 
discussed and the Board is keen to see this 
project proceed. To remind members: the new 
(second hand) building frame is on site but 
cannot be erected until we have funding, 
relevant consents and foundations in place. 
We will, with the new building be able, to 
replace the existing amenities space with a 
larger floor area, and also to provide space for 
a library and archives in a separate room.  
The project will best be carried out by 
establishing total cost and getting funding so 
that building, and completion, can be done in 
the sunny season. To this end we are asking 
that members who are able donate to the 
“Members’ Building” Replacement Fund. This 
fund is already in place, and growing, but is 
not yet of sufficient size to proceed. There are 
details on page 13 of this ‘Tramlines’ on how 
to send your mail or email donations. If 
donating by crediting the Tramway’s bank 
account, please ensure the words “Building” 
and “Donation” are referenced in the payee 
fields. 

And finally, we have had the pleasure of 
hosting a visit to the Tramway by Colin 
Cameron and his son Larry. Colin designed 
and built the Steam Dummy and trailer that 
used to be in the Salamanca Park play area. 
Members will remember that these items 
when no longer required were gifted to the 
Tramway by the Wellington City Council. The 
Dummy having no heritage value has since 
been scrapped but the trailer (an original 
horse tram) has been saved and is with the 
Wheelwright Shop pending its conversion to a 
horse drawn (albeit rubber tyred) tram for use 
in Carterton. 

Steve Porter, President, 24th July 2019 
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NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS AND 

VOLUNTEERS 
OBITUARY – Jim Bentall: 
Member Jim Bentall died peacefully at his 
home in Waikanae on July 12th after several 
years of illness. In the 2005-15 period Jim was 
a respected and good solid worker in our 
team, starting with repairs to the woodwork 
of tram 151. As part of the tram 260 
Restoration team, Jim did a lot of the interior 
work on its saloon; in his last visit to the 
museum, at the time of his 90th birthday in 
January 2019, he and his wider family greatly 
enjoyed a trip down to the beach on the 
fully-restored 260. Jim’s architectural 
background and skills were also to the fore in 
the contract management process for the 
construction in 2008 of the Rear Storage 
Building and refurbishment of the tram barn. 
His last contributions on site were on tram 17, 
where he helped assemble the various bits we 
held to make up two complete destination 
boxes. 

 
Above: Jim Bentall fitting floor slats in tram 260.  
8

th
 June 2011.     Photo: Keith McGavin 

Jim was brought up in Sheffield, Yorkshire, 
and had good memories of the highly 
conservative, but efficient, trams of that 
industrial centre. During the war he was a 
pupil at what he recalled was a truly awful 
school relieved only by his being able to 
watch streamlined A4 Pacifics steam past on 
the nearby main line railway. Jim studied 
architecture at Sheffield University and during 
this time spent a period as part of a Student 
Christian group helping in Mainz, Germany 
with post-war repair and rebuilding.  
 

In the mid-1950s Jim moved to New Zealand, 
marrying Perdita, joining the Ministry of 
Works architectural group and living in 
Petone. After a return to the UK for some 
months in the 1960s, Jim, Perdita and the 
family returned to Wellington, re-joining 
Ministry of Works and living in, while 
restoring, a large old house at Glenside, north 
of Johnsonville. For a time he was President of 
the Onslow Historical Society, and it was 
through fellow Onslow member Richard Gray 
that Jim was introduced to the Wellington 
Tramway Museum. A project particularly 
special for Jim, a staunch Anglican, was as 
lead architect on the restoration of Old St 
Pauls in Mulgrave St. In the 1970s he left 
Ministry of Works to co-found Lower 
Hutt-based NIB Architects (Nightingale, 
Inkster & Bentall), one of his projects there 
being the mid-1980’s design of the Wylie 
Foyer for St James Anglican Church, Lower 
Hutt, a still-significant award-winning building 
of the 1950’s modernist style. After 
retirement, Jim and Perdita moved to the 
Waikanae Beach home for which he designed 
various extensions and where he died. 
 

His funeral was to be held at St Michael’s 
Anglican Church, Waikanae Beach on 
Thursday 1st August. 
 

Jim Bentall was a well-liked and friendly part 
of our Wednesday team; and the Museum’s 
sincere condolences go out to Perdita and his 
wider family (they became 
great-grandparents in 2018). 

 
Alan Smith 
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News of our Members and Volunteers – Obituary, Jim Bentall, cont. 
 

 
Above: Jim Bentall seated on the left, with others of the Tram 260 restoration team. 29

th
 August 2012. 

Standing in the back row are, from left, Alan Smith, Keith McGavin, Trevor Burling, Russell Jenkins and 
Mike Flinn. Seated are Jim Bentall, Robert Hatten and Colin Dash. 

Photograph by Barry Ollerenshaw (with Colin Dash’s camera) 

 
Above: In January 2015 the Bentall family, including relations from England and around the country, 
celebrated Jim’s 86

th
 birthday with a picnic visit to the Museum including a ride to the Beach in tram 

239.                  Photo: Eleanor Bentall   
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Above: Matt Emery (3

rd
 from left) in court, 26

th
 June, for conferment of the 

position, Justice of the Peace. Others in the photograph are, from left, Matt’s 
surrogate grandparents Colin and Erice Davidson, Matt’s brother Hamish, and 
two of his best friends Irene and Adam Smith. 

   The photo is from Matt’s Facebook page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News of our Members and Volunteers, cont.
 

Matt Emery: 
Matt Emery, who is a WTM member based in 
Pahiatua and is also a past Board member and 
current regular tram driver, has become a 
Justice of the Peace and has the honour of 
being one of New Zealand’s youngest 
practising JP’s.  We all extend our best 
wishes to Matt in this new and important 
role. 

Gus and Win Weir: 

Gus and Win Weir have recently moved to 
Christchurch to be closer to their family. Gus is a 
long-time Wellingtonian and member of the 
Wellington Tramway Museum (past membership 
secretary and also a regular tram driver), and we 
trust that he does not get converted to supporting 
red and black colours!  We wish them both good 
wishes in their new location. 

 
Gillian Tousoon: 

Gillian Tousoon is taking some time away from her 
Traffic duties to give her time to provide support 
to her son and his family who are experiencing a 
period of ill health.  We trust that he will soon be 
back on the road to good health. 
 
Welcome to new Member: 
A warm welcome is extended to new member 
Hans van der Helm of Seatoun.  Hans is a bus 
driver.  We wish Hans an enjoyable and fulfilling 
membership of the Wellington Tramway Museum.  

FIRST AIDERS - WOULD YOU LIKE 

TO HELP? 
We’ve got some first-aid materials (plasters etc.) 

at the Museum but they can easily tend to get 

overlooked. So a member has donated three 

new first aid kits with cabinets, to be clearly 

marked and installed at  

     - The Workshop 
     - The Palace 

- The Kiosk 
 

It would be good to 

have the help of a 

member or supporter - 

perhaps one who is 

also a St Johns 

Ambulance volunteer, 

or something like that 

- to regularly check 

that the contents are 

fresh and sufficient, 

and that notices about 

who to contact for any 

injuries beyond that 

able to be fixed by a 

regular first-aid 

cabinet are clear and 

up-to-date. Keeping the first aid kits ready is a 

normal operational cost (like soap, coffee, paper 

towels etc.) for running a tramway museum but 

obviously they are “different” - ideally they 

won’t ever be needed but when they do, it has to 

be done quickly and with certainty. 

 
“Safety first” is the standard for everyone, but 

from time to time workers do get cuts which 

need antiseptic, or a child passenger slips and 

grazes small knees which need a clean plaster. 

Here’s an opportunity for a member to step up 

and help us ensure that our first-aid provision is 

first-class for our everyday museum experience. 

 

Please contact Alan Smith: 

alanesmith@xtra.co.nz or 027-285-6304 who is 

co-ordinating this. 

 

mailto:alanesmith@xtra.co.nz
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DAFFODIL RALLY – Sunday 25th August 2019 
See the poster below.  The Museum is supporting this event by operating the tram service 
throughout the day, and with half of our fare revenue being donated to the Cancer Society – tell 
your friends about it!   
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BOOK REVIEW 
Graham Stewart’s 1950’s and 1960’s images 

of Trams on the Streets of New 

Zealand. “Collector's edition limited to 150 

copies”. Published by Grantham House, 

Wellington, 2019. 

 
This book has been much talked about. It is 
superb. Yes, you’ll have seen many (not all) of 
the pictures before. No, it is not a definitive 
text history. Yes, it captures, in 
black-and-white, the whole ambience and 
“sense” of New Zealand’s city and suburban 
streets in the 1950’s (and through to 1964 in 
the case of Wellington) in a way which really 
drives home how “the past is another 
country”. Were the streets really that rough? 
Were the women’s’ clothes really that drab? 
Did blokes (99% pakeha) really all have 
short-back-and-sides haircuts and mostly 
wear hats and jackets and never jeans? The 
answer to each of those hypothetical 
questions is yes - the camera never lies, 
especially when in the hands of that superb 
professional Graham Stewart. 

 
It is good, too, to see included some context 
information beyond the trams - the cameras 
Graham used, the career in newspapers which 
he followed, the tribute to Dawn, landmark 
press photographs he took of the 1953/54 

Royal Visit, the Tangiwai rail disaster, the 
Auckland Harbour Bridge and much else, 
including Graham’s central role in the start of 
tram preservation in this country. But those 
grimy trams - mostly crowded with 
passengers and rolling through streets of 
late-model cars edged by small shops 
advertising De Reszke cigarettes, Amber Tips 
tea and Q-tol - predominate, as they should. 
This is a great record of post-war New Zealand 
- its main centres and its electric trams, and in 
each image another record of the sorts of 
people who used them and who worked 
them. 
 
This is not a book you will see in bookshops. It 
is a pre-sold collectors' edition. Most 
significantly of all, Graham has very 
generously donated the entire proceeds of 
what the pre-publication collectors paid for it 
to the Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch 
tramway societies. What a wonderful gesture 
to the volunteers who have over the decades 
been drawn to our hobby by, as much as 
anything, Graham’s photos and books like The 
End of the Penny Section. 

 
Everyone will have their favourite 
photo from this book. For me 
there are two in particular: that 
Takapuna waiting at a misty 
Andersons Bay terminus preparing 
to plunge back down into central 
Dunedin, and “our” Fiducia 239 
disgorging peak-hour commuters 
at Wellington Railway Station 
while en route to Thorndon. 
Readers will have seen many of 
them before. Be prepared to look 
at each of the c.300 images - 
mostly one per page in a hefty 
book of 250x290x25mm size - and 
see them in a new light and to 
spot fascinating new details.   
 

This is a fine record of a fine person and of the 
era which, after all, inspired the creation of 
our tramway museums by volunteers. 
 

Reviewed by Alan Smith 

 
Above: Book, “1950’s & 1960’s Images of Trams on the Streets 
of New Zealand”, by Graham Stewart  
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Above: The FRONZ Conference this year was held at Timaru over Queens Birthday 
weekend and was hosted by the Pleasant Point Railway and Museum Society.  
Here is a gathering of that Museum’s motive power: steam locomotive Ab 699, 
their Model T railcar, RM 4, and Tr 18, a Drewry Car Company (Preston) built 
shunting locomotive of 1936.    Photo: D.L.A. Turner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE FRONZ 

CONFERENCE 

From Alan Smith 
I went down to Timaru for part of the annual 
FRONZ Conference over Queens Birthday 
weekend - not as an “official” WTM delegate 
but just out of interest, to update myself on 
how the rail heritage sector is doing these 
days, plus to have a bit of a look at Timaru 
itself. It's an interesting old city with some 
very interesting architecture. Timaru was 
never a tram town; but in Edwardian times 
the council did run NZ’s first double-decker 
buses! 
 
So these are just some personal, “unofficial” 
observations from looking on.  
 
FRONZ and its 
conference were 
in fact rather 
more interesting 
than I’d been 
expecting. The 
whole range of 
heritage lines, 
from the 
(relatively) huge 
Dunedin 
Railways and 
Glenbrook 
Vintage Railway, 
through to the 
smaller 
enthusiast sites - 
a wide range of 
technologies, 
from fast 
main-line steam 
through to bush 
tramways, 
electric traction (like us) and as yet static only 
entities - were represented. Yet all were 
interested to have informative updates on the 
post-budget KiwiRail scene, NZTA regulation 
trends and other shared themes.   
 
Collective thinking and work through FRONZ is 
the way we will all have to adapt to some of 
the emerging themes - for example, steam 

locomotive use in the context of emissions 
reduction, insurances and governance 
liabilities, and practical things like the 
on-going availability of coal. There are also 
themes facing us all from the likes of rising 
tourist and customer expectations (levels of 
comfort, modes of payment, information in 
languages other than English, etc.) and 
climate change - our track, for example, ends 
just a couple of metres above sea level where 
storm surges and sea level rise are real 
potentials. WTM has always been a positive 
FRONZ member; our Trevor Burling is its 
Executive Officer, Keith McGavin is its Auditor 
and Henry Brittain holds its Insurances 
portfolio - a really key area for our sector. 
 
I sensed a good mood across the sector, with 

issues being faced head-on in practical ways, 
some really interesting innovations being 
shared, the emergence of confident new 
generations taking over from the early 
baby-boomers, and good camaraderie. Well 
worth WTM’s participation and contribution. 
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TRAM STATISTICS 

From Keith McGavin 

Daily figures collated by Mike Vash 

Key figures to report in this issue are those for 
the full financial year ended 30th June 2019, but 
we also report on the months of April, May and 
June 2019 and on the quarter ended at 30th June 
2019. 
 
April 2019: 
Passenger journeys: this year,  986 
  last year, 1,167 
Tram kms:  this year,  465 
  last year,  394 

Visitor numbers were low on Easter Sunday (21st 
April), usually one of our busiest days, due to 
poor weather. 
 
May 2019: 
Passenger journeys: this year,  395 
  last year, 966 
Tram kms:  this year,  261 
  last year,  323 

Passenger journeys inflated last year due to a 
large scout event.  In the previous May (2017) 
passenger journeys were 337 No. 
 
June 2019: 
Passenger journeys: this year,  565 
  last year, 693 
Tram kms:  this year,  312 
  last year,  267 

Journey numbers inflated last year by the visit of 
FRONZ delegates on the Sunday of Queens 
Birthday weekend. 
 
June Quarter (April to June) 2019: 
Passenger journeys: this year,  1,946 
  last year, 2,826 
Tram kms:  this year,  1,038 
  last year,   984 

 
So, with passenger journeys down compared 
with last year in each of the three months for a 
variety of reasons, the overall result for the 
quarter comes out as a drop of 880 No. or 31%.  
Disappointing, and aside from the specific 
monthly reasons given above underlying it all 
are perhaps the on-going road works on 
Transmission Gully together with the removal of 
the brown tourist signage designating “Tram 
Rides” and “Tramway Museum”, plus 
substantially higher motor fuel prices this year. 
 

Full Year:  
Passenger journeys: this year,  10,635 
  last year, 11,224 
Tram kms:  this year,  4,437 
  last year,  4,354 

Operational Factors: 
1. Last year, (Y.E. 30th June 2018) the start of 

tram operations was deferred until 12th 
August 2017 due to the overhead 
rehabilitation project. 

2. Last year (Y.E. 30th June 2018) the Museum 
opened daily throughout the two weeks of 
the October school holidays.  This year it 
opened on the Wednesdays and weekends 
only. 

 
Comment: 
Passenger journey Nos. were down by 589 No. 
(5%).  In addition 761 passenger journeys were 
made in the first six weeks of this financial year 
when trams were not operating the previous 
year.  If adjustment is made for this then the 
real reduction is 761 + 589 = 1,350 passenger 
journeys – a reduction of 12%. 
We have an improved Museum display and 
better, well maintained, and cleaned trams than 
ever before. Why isn’t the public coming in 
droves? 
The reason can in some cases be as simple as 
the weather.  Sometimes we have a run of 
beautifully fine Saturdays and Sundays – at 
other times the weather can only be described 
as appalling!  This creates variations over a 
short period but usually evens out over a longer 
period. 
We need to continue our efforts to become 
better known.  Despite all our efforts some 
visitors say that, although they have lived in the 
area for some considerable time, they did not 
know of our existence.  We do okay on our 
website and Facebook.  But have we got our 
brochures everywhere? Do we get optimum 
(free) news coverage in the newspapers?  Is 
our signage as good as it could be? These are 
just some of the questions to continually ask 
ourselves and to make improvements where we 
can. 
 
Tram Kilometres: 
For the full year tram kilometres were 4,437, 
and increase of 83 No. or 2%.  This has been 
brought about by the additional six weeks of 
operation at the start of the year, and additional 
tram driver training and re-training this year.
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AMENITIES AND LIBRARY/ARCHIVES BLOCK (MEMBERS’ BUILDING) 
In 2018 long-time member and past Secretary Les Stewart kindly donated to Wellington 

Tramway Museum a steel framed two roomed building surplus to his needs and on his property 

at Peka Peka, Kapiti.  The Museum determined that the building would be ideal for the twin 

purposes of serving as a much needed replacement for the current “Palace” amenities building – 

which is a “Skyline” shed that is 49 years old and well past its use-by date – and as well provide 

suitable space for establishing, for members, a room for our extensive library of 

tramway-interest books and records built up over the years. 

Members set about with a will carefully dismantling the building and arranged for the 

components to be moved to the Museum where everything is now stored. 

 

 

 

Above, and 

right: The 

steel-framed 

building 

donated by 

Les Stewart 

and now 

stored in 

dismantled 

state at the 

Museum 

Photos: Keith 

McGavin 
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Members’ Building, continued. 

Because of the general funds shortage that has followed our power supply renovation and 

overhead refurbishment projects of the past few years no physical progress has been possible 

aside from establishing the general site area for the new building.  However Graham Stewart’s 

generous donation of over $3,000 in connection with his latest book is being allocated to this 

project and we now need to raise a few more thousand dollars to enable engineering and 

architectural plans to be drawn up and building consent obtained.  The first physical work will 

be a concrete slab foundation and piling, a job for which we hope to obtain a grant.   After this 

members will be able to tackle the task of re-erecting the building in line with the plans. 

WHY DO WE NEED THIS BUILDING? 

Firstly, members deserve good amenities and the present building will not be 

“fit-for-purpose” much longer.   

Secondly, valuable records, photographs, papers, plans, mementoes and books 

have been donated and acquired by the museum over more than 50 years.  We 

desperately need somewhere to house them – some are currently in various 

inaccessible corners of the museum and others at members’ homes.  

This appeal is for $5,000. That, plus funds already on hand, will see the 

plans prepared and building consent obtained and will provide a start 

towards site preparation and the concrete slab foundation.   

Every little will help.   

Twenty-five members or supporters each donating $200 would achieve 

this immediate objective and, remember, whatever you donate is eligible 

for a tax rebate Wellington Tramway Museum – Registered charity 

No.38985. 

To make your donation please credit the Wellington Tramway Museum’s 
bank account at ANZ Bank: 

06 – 0501 – 0075414 – 00 
With “BUILDING” and “DONATION” in the “Particulars” and “Code” panels. 
 
Alternatively please post your cheque to the:  

Hon. Treasurer, Wellington Tramway Museum,  
P.O. Box 36, Upper Moutere, 7144, New Zealand. 

 

Michael Boyton, our Treasurer, can also be contacted by email at 
treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz 

 

mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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Above: The small (16 tram) Thorndon tram depot – opposite 
the intersection of Thorndon Quay with Tinakori Road. 

Photo: Graham Stewart 

 

This article is reprinted from “The Capitals 

Limited”, Newsletter of the Wellington Group of 

the NZ Railway & Locomotive Society Inc., editor 

David Rarity. 

COMMENT: A LOST OPPORTUNITY 

By David Rarity 
 
We have always thought that the Wellington 
City Council missed a golden opportunity in the 
1950’s, when they finally decided to abandon 
the Wellington tramway system, but failed to 
retain some of the network as a heritage 
tramway. At that time, the Council had, as part 
of their fleet, an historic collection of vintage 
tram cars, dating from the early 1900’s, which 
would have formed the foundation of a unique 
heritage tramway. The Thorndon tram shed 
built in 1912, with four tracks capable of 
sheltering 16 tram cars, could have been used 
initially to house some of the cars. 
If this sounds somewhat farfetched to readers, 

we draw their attention to the city of San 
Francisco, where the city purchased two cable 
car companies, the Market Street Railway 
Company in September, 1944, and the California 
Street Cable Railroad Company in 1952, to 
ensure their continual operation. Since then the 
cable cars have attracted thousands of visitors 
from all over the world to photograph and ride 
on them; as they continue to do to this day, 
ensuring for the city an important point of 
difference. 
 
Wellington could have emulated San Francisco, 
by retaining some of its tracks, e.g. from the 
railway station through the golden mile to 
Oriental Bay. A vintage tramway in Wellington 
would have employed hundreds; created jobs 

and careers for its staff; and ensured the 
continued preservation, restoration, and 
operation of the city’s vintage tram fleet. 
 
Over time the economic benefits to Wellington 
would have been enormous. The tramway 
would have attracted thousands of tourists to 
the city, and given Wellington a unique place on 
the international tourist circuit.  
 
The Council must have been aware that in the 
1950’s cruise ships were starting to come to 
Wellington, bringing tourists anxious to spend 
money. Cruise visitors in the 1950’s were the 
Cunard Steamship Company’s liner, “S.S. 
Caronia” (34,183 tons gross) carrying American 
tourists on a world cruise. Australian tourists 
also came to the city in the Peninsular and 
Orient Line’s S.S. Himalaya (27,955 tons gross), 
and also on the Orient Line vessels, the S.S. 
Orsova (28,790 tons gross) and the S.S. Orion 
(23,696 tons gross). There was no reason to 

doubt that this traffic would not 
increase. And so it has. Today we 
have an increasing number of 
tourists arriving in Wellington by 
sea in summer supplemented by 
arrivals by air throughout the year, 
coming here as part of their New 
Zealand experience. 
 
If we fast forward to the 21st 
century, we find that during the 
current cruise season, from 
December 2018 to April 2019, no 
less than 110 cruise ships will visit 
the city. The “Majestic Princess”, 
330 metres long, alone brought in 

4900 passengers and crew, when it recently 
made its inaugural visit to the Capital. There are 
also 24 days during the season when there are 
two cruise liners visiting the port on the same 
day! 
 
It can only be regretted that the short sighted 
and anti-tram attitude of the Wellington City 
Council in the 1950’s, has deprived Wellington 
of the economic benefits of a working 
Edwardian vintage tramway. Instead, today’s 
visitors have only the immensely popular cable 
car to ride on - which climbs 120 metres in 5 
minutes, from the CBD to the Kelburn hills. 
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HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A 

TRAM FAN?  from Henry Brittain 

The May/June issue of Tramlines included an 
article from Robert Hatten about his early 
recollections of being interested in trams 
which included a 1947 letter from his father 
sketching a Hobart tram. 

My interest in trams dates back 
to the same era as my 
Grandfather was a Wellington 
Tramways Inspector and 
although he retired in 1947, I do 
recall him placing me on a 
motorman’s seat alongside the 
Motorman in a Double Saloon 
when returning from the City to 
my home in Island Bay.  This 
would have been circa 1944 and I 
also remember riding into town 
on the top deck of a double 
decker and waving to my mother 
in the window of my home as it 
overlooked the tramway.  

This interest continued as I grew 
up and in 1953 I was a pupil at 
Karori School and in the same 
class at Tony Messenger, now a 
senior member of the Western 
Springs Tramway at MOTAT. 
Tony was also interested in trams 
and trains and did two drawings 
for me of Wellington trams, one 
of 260 and the other of 172 
which I have kept. They are 
reproduced on this page! 

In 1954 I commenced my 
secondary schooling at 
Wellington College which involved catching 
the tram to school and while looking for these 
drawings I came across some notes I took 
during this time. I did not locate any more so 
can only assume the practice did not last. 

“5 January 1954, (during the visit of Queen 
Elizabeth to Wellington) Trams now have flags and 
bunting on them to celebrate the visit.” I took a 
photo but it was well out of focus! 

“8 January 1954: Went on trams 97, 107 and 116.” 

“11 January 1954: Saw 243 with a broken axle 
alongside Taj Mahal in Kent Tce.” 

“15 January 1954.  Saw 233 with skipping rope 
holding up lifeguard.” (Thinking back, it was 
probably a piece of trolley pole rope). 

 
Once the Karori tram service ceased in 
October 1954 I was no longer able to catch a 

through tram to the Basin Reserve, so I 
adopted the practice of catching a trolley bus 
to the Cenotaph stop and crossing over to 
Featherston Street to catch the Double 
Decker school special which travelled the 
number 5 route to school. Trams used were 
47, 49 or 52 - however these were withdrawn 
in early 1955 and replaced with Double 
Saloons. 
 

 
Above: A young Tony Messenger’s 1953 drawings done for Henry 
Brittain, when both were in the same class at Karori School.  
Wellington tram Nos. 260 (top) and 172.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send in “tram-fan” memories from your 
younger days. We would love to hear them.  
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As reported previously in ‘Tramlines’ this unique collection of city (or in the case of Christchurch the 
Tramway Board) coats-of-arms as portrayed on the sides of trams of the respective cities has been 
generously donated to the Wellington Tramway Museum by Graham Stewart. 
 

Graham says it was a long time ago, over 65 years, when he collected the Coats-of-Arms.  He was given 
the large transfers with the name of the paint company’s commercial colour tone and with the 
assistance of his father, the late W.W.(Bill) Stewart, he had pieces of hardboard hand painted to the 
colour – then had the transfers carefully mounted on the painted hardboards, then framed.  The value 
of this work is now being realised – for example MOTAT is using the background colour preserved on the 
Wanganui coat-of-arms to identify the correct colour for the Wanganui trailer No.21 that it is currently 
restoring. 
 

Graham is thrilled that the coats-of-arms will now be available for display in a good home where people 
can view a small page from the past in our urban transport history. 

CITY COATS-OF-ARMS as 

used on New Zealand’s trams 
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Tram 260 loading up for “Beyond the Page Story Time” 

Photo: Keith McGavin 

 

 

MARKETING & OPERATIONS 

DEPARTMENT      

From Russell Jenkins, Vice-President 

Grand Pacific Tours 

We are now counting down to what will be the 
biggest ever event at the Tramway. Yes, on 
September 13 we will be hosting the first of up to 
67 groups of people touring New Zealand on a 
Grand Pacific Tour.  

The majority of the tour groups will have a 
maximum of 50 people while others will be a 
smaller group of up to 20. 

The tour groups are scheduled to arrive at the 
Tramway around 3.15 pm for a “cuppa” and then 
have a look around and a tram ride before 
leaving for Wellington by 5 pm. 

This is the best opportunity we have had for a 
long time to get a good level of 
income to help with our restoration 
and maintenance work required to 
enable our operations to continue for 
many years to come. 

It is also a good opportunity for all 
members to get behind and help with 
these groups. 

On behalf of the Museum Board and 
the Marketing and Operations 
Committee, I ask you all to give serious 
thought into being a part of this new 
venture. 

If you haven’t done so already, please 
register your willingness to help with 
either Henry (email 
henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz) or 
Russell (email rjenkins@xtra.co.nz).  

Tram Barn Displays 

The first changes to the Tram Barn Display have 
been made with some of the partitions being 
relocated and the display panels featuring the 
development of Wellington Trams being 
rearranged.  

Mock up tram 214 (still to have fleet numbers 
attached) has been relocated and is now in a 
more prominent position facing the main doors. 
It continues to be a popular attraction for young 
ones (and some oldies too!). 

The next stage of the revamp is the relocation of 
the display lighting.  

The final stage will be to have a series of panels 
produced to illustrate the history of an original 
Wellington Tram (17) from its introduction into 
service in 1904, through to its recommissioning 
at the Tramway Museum. 

Beyond The Page 

While the museum was not open during the 
week days during the School Holidays, we had a 
charter on Wednesday 17 July for a programme 
being run by the Kapiti Coast Library. 

Beyond the page was a story time on the tram 
for young school children. It was very popular 
and hopefully made families aware of the 

tramway with, hopefully, return visits in the 
future. 

The following message was received from the 
organiser:  

“Kia ora Russell,  

I just wanted to say thank you to you and 
the team for helping put on the tram 
story-time yesterday, with a very special 
thanks to Steve.  

We had really terrific feedback and the 

staff had a wonderful time.  

Ngā mihi nui,  

Stephanie Burton 

Youth Services Coordinator” 

mailto:henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz
mailto:rjenkins@xtra.co.nz
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Marketing & Operations Department cont. 

New Tram Drivers 

Congratulations to members Aaron Jonassen 
and Wendy Donald on recently receiving their 
tram driver qualification and joining the traffic 
roster. 

2020 Calendar 

The 2020 Calendar is now with the printer and 
the proof copy I have seen is very pleasing. It 
will on sale soon so get your orders in (see 
page 2). For the past two years we have sold 
all of the copies printed, so don’t miss out this 
time (yes I know we are only half way through 
2019!), but it is planned to have it on sale as 
soon as possible. 

Annual Figures 

For the 12 months ending 30 June the 
Tramway recorded 10,635 passenger journeys 
which are 5% less than the previous year. 

However, tram kilometres for the year were 
4,437, an increase of 83kms. 

See detailed figures in the Tram Statistics 
article on page 11. 

 

WANTED 

Male Mannequin (Current Members Not 
Eligible) 

Seriously though, we have in our collection 
some original Tramway uniforms and it would 
be great to be able to display them. 

If anyone knows where a Male Shop 
Mannequin may be available, please email 
me at rjenkins@xtra.co.nz  

Tram Drivers 

With increased business for the Museum 
from Tour Groups, the Tramway is looking for 
more tram drivers. 

If any member is interested or knows of a 
friend or relation who may be interested, 
please get in touch with either Henry Brittain 
or Russell Jenkins with contact details. 

 

M&O Committee  

If any members have ideas for events or other 
suggestions about the operational side of the 
Tramway, please get in touch with one of the 
committee members as follows: 

 Russell Jenkins (Vice President M&O) 
 Henry Brittain (Secretary) 
 Denys Peck (Shop Operations) 
 Robert Vale (Roster Organiser) 
 Robert Hatten (Committee Member) 

If you would like to join us, please give one of 
us a call.  

Remember to keep up to date with the 
Tramway on either our webpage 
www.wellingtontrams.org.nz  

Or  

The Tramway Facebook page   
 

 

MEMBERS – HERE’S YOUR LIST OF ITEMS TO 
ATTEND TO, REFERRED TO IN THIS ISSUE: 

ORDER A CALENDAR (plus one for a friend) 
       See Page 2 

CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING TO MAINTAIN 
FIRST AID CABINETS     See Page 7 

COME TO THE DAFFODIL DAY CELEBRATIONS 
and help raise funds for Cancer. Tell your 
friends as well.     See Page 8 

SUPPORT THE “MEMBERS’ BUILDING” 
APPEAL   See pages 12 and 13 
 
SEND IN YOUR “TRAM-FAN” MEMORIES 

See Page 15 

HELP WITH THE GRAND PACIFIC TOUR 
VISITS 

Contact Henry Brittain or Russell Jenkins 
See Page 17 

BECOME A TRAM DRIVER – or FIND A FRIEND 
WHO COULD BE INTERESTED 

See (this) page 18 

 

mailto:rjenkins@xtra.co.nz
http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
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AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE 

LINE        
Prepared by Keith McGavin 

 

The focus of the past two months has been 
maintenance – of the site and buildings, the 
main track corridor, and of the trams.  In 
addition work has progressed on Tram 17 and 
on preparations for the restoration of Tram 
207. 
 
Overhead Parts ex Cable Car Co.: 
We have continued sorting these and other 
older stocks of overhead fittings – many of 
them destined for the UK. Museums at 
Beamish, Yorkshire and Carlton Colville in East 
Anglia. 

 
Above: Mike Flinn sorting overhead parts – these 
ones mainly destined for the East Anglia Transport 
Museum, 19

th
 June 2019. 

Photo: Keith McGavin 
Trams:  
Routine tram servicing has continued. 
Tram 151: Annual electrical checks including 
some resultant repairs, and annual brake tests 
carried out;  
Tram 159: Annual electrical checks, controller 
maintenance and quarterly checks carried out; 
Tram 239: Some window slats replaced;  

Tram 260: Maintenance carried out on the air 
reservoir drain valve and on controllers;   
Tram 238 (non-operational) - a destination 
blind box, removed a long time ago, has been 
refitted. 
Tram 207 – Pending restoration - Label 
identification tape has been applied to body 
areas.  An assessment of basic bodywork 
requirements was carried out on 11th July by 
Leyton Chan, Trevor Burling, Mike Vash and 
Keith McGavin.  Leyton Chan is preparing 
written specifications for the work required.  
 
Trackwork:  
The programme of upgrading rail joints by 
replacing fishplate bolts and repairing 
fishplates where necessary is continuing. 

 

 
Above (top) Allan Neilson (left) and Brian Dawson 
at work upgrading a rail joint and (lower) a 
completed joint with fishplate repaired where 
necessary and new fishplate bolts. 

Photos: Keith McGavin, 24
th

 July 2019 

 
Buildings: 
Storage Building - guttering cleanout 
completed.  
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

Sub-station roof and gutter cleaning 
completed. 
Tram Barn - Concrete floor of entire tram barn 
vacuumed. 
Warrant of Fitness inspections for all buildings. 
 

Site:  
Lawns mowed; weed-eating; weed spraying in 
compound. 
Liaison with GWRC rangers and with its tree 
removal contractor - trees removed along 
eastern boundary, and the large macrocarpa 
tree in front of the kiosk. 

 

 

 

 

 
The impact of tree removal: 
Top and middle left: Before and after removal of 
the large macrocarpa tree in front of the kiosk.  
Top photo is by Mike Flinn, 20

th
 July and lower 

photo by Keith McGavin, 24
th

 July. 
 

Lower left and top right: Tree removal in progress 
along the Museum’s eastern boundary.  Lower left 
photo by Keith McGavin and top right photo by 
Mike Flinn – both 17

th
 July. 

 

Lower right photo: by Henry Brittain on 24
th

 July. It 
shows the Fiducia Centre, the barn and the work- 
shop viewed from the car-park with the trees gone. 
 

The impetus for tree removal was from GWRC in 
preparation for improvements to the vehicle 
entrance and exits from the Park.  WTM arranged 
for removal of some additional trees taking 
advantage of the contractor being on site.   
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

Rail Corridor Maintenance:  
Flax and other bushes beside track cut back, 
locations - poles 24-25, 30, 47-48 and 53-55.   
The ballast pile at poles 65-66 has been 
cleaned.   
Grass mowed short along the first part of the 
main-line to pole 10 (supplementing the work 
of the GWRC contractor). 
 
Tram 17 Restoration: 
Excellent progress is being made by A&G Price 
Ltd. on the two 22E trucks, with an inspection 
by our consulting engineer Leyton Chan on 25th 
July and electrical testing carried out. 

 
Above: Leyton Chan (Zitan Engineering Ltd.) in the 
“B” end cab of tram 17, measuring up for 
handbrake equipment.  10

th
 July 2019. Leyton 

Chan’s company, Zitan Engineering Ltd., has been 
commissioned to prepare plans and specifications 

for the handbrakes incorporating the Ackley brake 

mechanisms ex Ballarat.  Photo: Keith McGavin 

Above: Components for tram 17’s pole base – 
which is under preparation by Mike Vash. 

Photo: Keith McGavin,  
10

th
 July 2019 

Back at our tram workshop 
work on the following 
items has progressed: 

Bodywork;  

Electrical auxiliaries - main 
switches, pole, other items; 

Controllers; 

Destination/coloured light 
boxes. 

 

 
 
Above: Disc indicators for coloured signal lights on 
tram 17 in preparation, 10

th
 July 2019.  

Photo: Keith McGavin 

 

 
Above: One of the two Brill type 22E trucks at A&G Price Ltd. 22

nd
 July 

2019.        Photo: A & G Price Ltd 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

Point and Rail Stacks 
The much neglected point and rail stacks down 
the line have been receiving attention lately.  
Two stacks of short length tram rail have been 
cleared of scrub and catalogued and a decision 
is expected soon on what to do with them – 
retain or scrap.  Their condition is not 
particularly good and there is limited use for 
short lengths. Vegetation growth on other 
stacks of rail, points and crossovers has been 
kept under control. 
Right: Some of the short lengths of tram line 
currently stored in an area beyond the loop. 

Photo: Keith McGavin, 24
th

 July 2019 
 

 

 
 

 

HISTORIC CORNER  

WELLINGTON MUNICIPAL TRAMWAYS BAND     by Henry Brittain 
In the earlier days of tramways in New Zealand it was not uncommon for each to Tramway to 

have its own brass band.  They were normally made up with Tramways staff but supplemented 

by others as and when the need arose. 

The Wellington City Corporation Tramways were no exception, forming a Band in 1905, one year 

after the tram service commenced. 

The Tramways Management provided support and in 1906 purchased Brass Band instruments 

for an amount of £361/18/11. (Converted to decimal currency that is $723.89 - that doesn’t seem 

so much until it is converted to present day dollars. Using the Reserve Banks Inflation Calculator 

£361/18/11 in 1905 is equal to $64,637 today!)  Every year the Tramway made a financial grant 

to the Band to cover some of its expenses plus it approved that Band members in uniform could 

travel free on trams to their events. 

A Band room was constructed in the grounds of Newtown Depot and this was used for practices 

with Newtown Park, immediately behind the depot, being used for marching practice. Later, 

music stands were made at Kilbirnie workshops using tram gongs as their base. 

The Band held regular Sunday afternoon concerts around Wellington at such locations as the 

Botanical Gardens and Town Hall and frequently marched through the streets in the company of 

other Brass and Pipe Bands during Carnivals and processions.  On other occasions they 

competed in the National Band Contests held annually in various centres around New Zealand 

and in 1935 the Band organised a Carnival on the foreshore of Evans Bay for a period of ten days 

beginning on Boxing Day. Stalls were set up in “Fiducia Avenue” to accommodate the many 

groups who supported the event. 

Manpower problems during World War II had a marked effect on the ability of the operation of 

all Tramways in New Zealand, and this also applied to the Wellington Tramway Band which had 

to seriously curtail its activities. 
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Historic Corner, Wellington Municipal Tramways Band, cont. 

The Band continued on during the 1950’s but when the Newtown Tram Barns were vacated after 

the tram system closed in 1964 the Band had to vacate its premises.  A site was purchased 

adjacent to the Ngaio railway station and the band renames as the Onslow Brass Band.  This 

was later changed to the Evening Post Onslow Brass Band after a sponsorship deal with the 

newspaper.  When the Evening Post and Dominion newspapers later merged, the name was 

changed to the Wellington Brass Band under which name it operates today.  

Recently a retired Life Member of the Wellington Tramways Band, Mel (Chook) Henderson 

called in to the Museum and donated a large framed picture of the Band taken in 1953 when 

they won the New Zealand “C” Grade Championship.  This is pictured below plus an earlier 

photo on the next page thought to be taken at the Dunedin Exhibition in 1926. 

 

   

 
Above: The Wellington Municipal Tramways Band, 1953.  

Photo presented to WTM by Mel (Chook) Henderson  
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Historic Corner, Wellington Municipal Tramways Band, cont. 

 
Above: An earlier photo of the Wellington Tramways Band – thought to have been taken at the Dunedin 
Exhibition in 1926. 
 

REMEMBER THIS? 

 
…..When State Highway 1 actually traversed McKay’s Railway Crossing – and the operating crew, at 
considerable personal peril, especially in later years, used to carry out and place the two Tramway 
Museum signs, and collect them at closing time!     Photo supplied by Henry Brittain 

“Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments and it 
also includes articles on matters of historic tramway interest, especially Wellington.  
Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact resource 
and notice to the wider world.   Contributions and notes welcomed.  Contact details are on page 3.  


