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Above: This new lean-to transformer shelter and covered storage area has been built on the 
east side of the rectifier building.  The 11 kv. transformer, originally one of the two that 
supplied the New Plymouth trolleybus system (closed 1967), has been cleaned and repainted 
and is now under cover.  More information inside. 

Photo: Mike Flinn 
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Above: Allan Neilson (standing) and Grahame 
Kitchen examine an old earth cable during the 
current checking and upgrading of our power 
supply.                     Photo: Mike Flinn  

 
Above: On 6

th
 April newly restored tram 260 was 

moved over the workshop pit to allow finishing 
jobs to be completed underneath.  This photo was 
taken on 20

th
 April. 

Photo: Keith McGavin 
 

 
Above: Tram 159 is currently in the position in the workshop long occupied by tram 260.  It is undergoing a 
general refurbishment.  Note that the saloon windows have been removed.         Photo: Keith McGavin 
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Left:  Upper Hutt Probus Group Visit: 
 

A group from the Upper Hutt Probus Club paid 
us a visit on 16th March even though the 
Trams were not operating at the time.  
 

Whilst they enjoyed their morning beverage & 
bikkie Russell Jenkins gave a talk on the 
history of Kapiti Coast Electric Trams followed 
by a tour of our facilities. All went away happy 
and with the promise to return when we are 
running once more. 

Photo: Marlene Wilson 
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From The President, Russell Jenkins 

²ŜƭƭΣ ŀǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ άbƻ ¢ǊŀƳ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎέ ¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ .¦¢ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
glimmer of light on the horizon. 

One piece of good news is that the Insurance Company has accepted our claim for repairs to 
the damaged switching equipment. They have also reimbursed the museum for the deposit 
we were required to pay before construction of the new switch gear commenced. 

Another plus has been the upgrading and maintenance work that has been undertaken in 
preparation for the re-commissioning. A big thanks goes to all members who have put a 
great deal of effort into upgrading the transformer compound and the surrounding area. 
Well Done Everyone. 

It could be June before we are operational once again but please be assured everything is 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ά.!/Y Lb .¦{Lb9{{έ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

In the meantime work continues to fully re-commission 260. It has now been moved over the 
pit on Road 5 so that work can be done on the underfloor equipment. It is planned to have 
this tram ready for final commissioning into service soon after the overhead power is 
restored. 

Tram 159 has been moved onto Road 6 where Bernhard, Ted and the rest of the team are 
busy carrying out body repairs. 

FINALLY AN INVITATION 

Any member or members who 
would like to be part of the 
Wednesday Workforce are 
welcome to come along. There 
are always jobs to be done to 
keep the museum operational 
and the more we have doing 
the various tasks, the better it 
is. The only downside is if too 
many come we may have to 
have two sittings at lunch time 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀŎŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
be a problem. 

In the meantime, fingers 
crossed that the power will 
back on soon and we can once 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ά!ƴ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎέ 
Tramway Museum. 

 
Russell Jenkins 

 
Above ς A hive of activity on Wednesday 24

th
 February as work is 

in hand on the new transformer shelter and storage area, and on 
cleaning down the 11kv transformer preparatory to repainting.  
Members in this photo, from left:  Murray Gibson, Steve Porter, 
Henry Brittain, Russell Jenkins, Robert Hatten and Bernhard 
Riddering.     Photo: Keith McGavin  
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NEWS FROM THE APRIL BOARD MEETING. 

Contributed by Henry Brittain, Museum Secretary  
The Board met on Sunday 17 April.  The following are some items of interest that were covered 
during the meeting. 

Resumption of Services:   

- Once we resume tramcar operations, the Museum will hold an open day with appropriate 
publicity to announce we are back in business. 

 

Rubbish Disposal:   

- We are no longer able to use the Regional Councilôs bins for disposal of rubbish that cannot be 
disposed of through our incinerator. Now that summer has passed we will apply for a fire permit 
for the burning of paper and cardboard.  Other rubbish will need to be taken to the Kapiti tip. 

 

Driver Training:   

- Russell Jenkins is to head the review of training and see it through to completion.  A small 
committee of members will assist him. 

 

Civic Award:    

- The Mayor of Wellington, Celia Wade-Brown, has announced that a Civic Award is to be 
awarded to ñTHE WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM VOLUNTEERSò for being absolutely 
positive Wellingtonians.   The award to be presented is known as the ñAbsolutely Positive 
Wellingtonianôs Awardò.  This is given in recognition of our efforts in preserving heritage 
Wellington tramcars. 

 

- The award is to be formally presented by the Mayor of Wellington, Celia Wade-Brown, at a 
Council meeting on Wednesday 11 May.  To accept the award, on behalf of all members, will 
be our President, Russell Jenkins, plus past Presidents Mike Flinn, Keith McGavin, Henry 
Brittain and Trevor Burling and also our long-time member, past Secretary and past Editor of 
Tramway Topics Alan Smith. 

  

 

OUR PEOPLE  

 

Good to see Mike Flinn and Keith McGavin back on 
site.  Mike after his operation and Keith after 
breaking his wrist. 
 
Denys & Felicity Peck have returned to Kapiti and 
Denys is now back at Trams just like the old days. 
Welcome back.  IǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭŘ 
again. 
 
And a contribution from the Assistant Editor ς best 
wishes to Marlene Wilson, our Editor, who has been 
ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ άǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊέ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΦ  ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ all 
goes well and that you are soon back with all your 
normal energy. 

WINTER DINNER 

 

DUE TO OUR TRAMS BEING OUT OF 

COMMISSION IT HAS BEEN DECIDED 

THAT OUR ANNUAL MID-SEASON 

DINNER, NORMALLY HELD IN MAY, 

WILL BE HELD OVER TO A LATER 

DATE.  

 

DETAILS TO BE ADVISED. 
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Obituary - Bob Cornish 
 

Members were saddened by the 
death of Robert ( Bob) Cornish who 
passed away on 20 November 2015 
after a period of deteriorating 
health. 
 
Born on Anzac Day 1940, Bob had a 
lifetime interest in trams being 
brought up in Wanganui, the son of 
a Wanganui Tramway employee.  
When he moved to Wellington in the 
ƭŀǘŜ мфрлΩǎ .ƻō ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ Ƙƛǎ 
passion in a city where tramcars still 
operated. 
 
Bob was one of the founding 
members of the Tramway 
Preservation Association (Wellington 
Centre) which later changed its 
name to the Wellington Tramway 
Museum.  As a dedicated member 
he was actively involved in the 
acquisition of trams when the 
system closed in 1964 and the 
setting up of a Museum site at 
Queen Elizabeth Park.  He became 
an integral part of the workforce 
holding various elected positions 
including being a member of the 
traffic staff after gaining his ƳƻǘƻǊƳŀƴΩǎ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΦ 
 
Together with fellow stalwart Noel Donaldson they formed a close liaison and for many years were 
rostered together as a tram crew where, dressed in full tramway uniform, they became very well 
known to the public. 
 
Given his interest in Wanganui, Bob became an expert in Wanganui trams travelling around the 
District collecting parts and artefacts from retired trams. He even acquired a tram body itself for 
WTM which he spent many hours restoring.  This tram, number 8, has now been gifted to the 
fledgling Wanganui Tramways Trust and is currently in storage awaiting its turn for total restoration 
and ultimately return to service. 
 
Bob never married but had many good friends who shared his passion of Tramcars. He was always 
willing to assist in work parties and take his share of rostered duties. He was looking forward to 
participating in the 50 year anniversary of the Museum on 19 December 2015 but unfortunately this 
was not to be. 
 
.ƻōΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŀs given a fitting farewell with the 
sharing of many stories of his long-time membership of the Wellington Tramway Museum. 

  

 
Above: Bob Cornish (right) in full tramway uniform on duty 
with Barrie Marsh and Tram 239 on a fine crisp mid-winter day 
in 2011 (25

th
 June). 

Photo: Keith McGavin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


