
 

TRAMLINES  
NEWSLETTER OF THE WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM INC. 

  No. 2020/1          JANUARY ï FEBRUARY 2020 

 

In this issue: 

Our Neighbours - Kapiti Aeromodellers 

{ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ bŜǿ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭ 

A Visit to Whanganui Tram Shed 

Wellington Tramway Waiting Shelters 



TRAMLINES No.2020/1 2  JANUARY - FEBRUARY 2020 

 

NEWSLETTER OF THE WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM INC. 

No. 2020/1                                   JANUARY ï FEBRUARY 2020  

 
Assembled by the WTM production team:        Photographic Editing and Formatting: 

Henry Brittain & Keith McGavin    Keith McGavin 
 Published bi-monthly      Email: keithdmcg@gmail.com 
 Contributions welcome      Phone: 04 934 3418        
 ς To Henry Brittain please, contact details below.    Mobile: 021 147 3846   
 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE          Page 
CǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƪōŜƴŎƘ  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ..ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 3 - 4 

New Members  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ..ΧΦΦ 4 

Mayor of Wellington as Joint Patron  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ..ΧΧΦΦ 4   

Obituaries  (Mike Vash, Trevor Burling, Reg. Todd)  ΧΧΦΦΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ..ΧΦΦΧ 5 - 6  

Marketing and Operations Department ς Russell Jenkins  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 7 - 11 

Around the Site and Down the Line ς Allan Neilson  ....ΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 11 - 14 

Membership Subscription Reminder  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ. 14 

Publications for Sale   ΧΧΧΦΦ..ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦ 14 

Our Near Neighbours ς ¢ƘŜ YŀǇƛǘƛ !ŜǊƻƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ /ƭǳō ς Alan Smith  ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ 15 - 16 

One Year Late &One Billion Dollars over Budget ς {ȅŘƴŜȅΩǎ bŜǿ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭ ς Russell Jenkins  17 ς 19 

A Visit to Whanganui Tram Shed ς YŜƛǘƘ aŎDŀǾƛƴ   ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 20 ς 21 

Historic Corner (1) ς Wellington Tramway Waiting Shelters ς IŜƴǊȅ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƛƴ   ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧ 22 ς 23 

Historic Corner (2) ς A 1912 Memo form the Traffic Superintendent ς IŜƴǊȅ .Ǌƛǘǘŀƛƴ  ΦΧΧΦΦ 24 

 

WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSUM INCORPORATED ς N.Z. Registered Charity No.CC38985 
Owner and operator of the KAPITI COAST ELECTRIC TRAMWAY 

Patrons: Mr K (Guru) Gurunathan, Mayor of Kapiti District   President:  Mr Steve Porter 
   Mr Andy Foster, Mayor of Wellington     Ph. Mob. 0274 980 822 
        E-mail fiducia239@gmail.com 
CONTACT US: MUSEUM LOCATION: HONORARY LIFE 

MEMBERS: 
 
Messrs 

Michael Boyton 
Henry Brittain 
Michael Flinn 
Keith McGavin 
Allan Neilson 

Barry Ollerenshaw 
Ray Shand 

 

Website 
www.wellingtontrams.org.nz 
 

E-mail 
info@wellingtontrams.org.nz 
 

 
POSTAL ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 2612,  
Wellington, 6140 
New Zealand. 
 
 

Whareroa Road (Queen Elizabeth Park) 
MacKays Crossing, Kapiti, New Zealand 
Ph.(when Museum attended)   04 292 8361 
 

SECRETARY 
Mr Henry Brittain 
Ph. 04 293 8929,  Mob.0274 303 536 
E-mail secretary@wellingtontrams.org.nz 
 

TREASURER 
Mr Michael Boyton 
E-mail treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz 
Postal: P.O Box 36, Upper Moutere, 7144, N.Z.  

 

Cover Photo:  
Saturday 1st February 2020 during the Xterra Wellington Festival sporting event.   
Fiducia tram No.239 has just arrived at the Beach terminus and passengers are about to 
disembark.   
A tram load of intending passengers is waiting for the return trip to take them back to the Xterra 
main HQ and car-park near the Ramaroa Centre. 
See pages 9 to 11 for more details of this event.          Photo: Keith McGavin 

mailto:keith
mailto:fiducia239@gmail.com
http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:secretary@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz


TRAMLINES No.2020/1 3        JANUARY ς FEBRUARY 2020 

 

Cwha {¢9±9 thw¢9wΩ{ ²hwY.9b/I 
 
Progress continues with the placement of 
tram 17 on its trucks and the installation of its 
controllers and various other associated 
works.  And members once again accepted 
the challenge of providing the required daily 
tram service from Boxing Day to Wellington 
Anniversary Day on January 20th. The Board 
and I are appreciative of the support given by 
members to this very important revenue 
earning period. 

Tracy and I have had a break from the 
Tramway and visited several destinations 
around the North Island that we had wanted 
to see but had not had the opportunity of 
doing so.  We set off on January 2nd to 
correct this. Travelling over the ranges from 
Ashhurst to Woodville (for the first time) I was 
struck by the ease of that route and the 
extraordinary number of windmills one 
meanders through. We continued to Hastings 
where we stayed overnight but our journey 
had been impeded by State Highway Two 
being closed by a serious incident about six 
kilometres south of Waipukurau necessitating 
a detour. 

The next day we traversed the Napier-Taupo 
Highway and then travelled SH 1, 29 and 28 to 
Tauranga. Here I caught up with relations and 
in particular with my Brother in Law who had 
just gone into care with Parkinsons Disease 
with Lewy Body Dementia. It made me think 
of what lies ahead of all of us and how lucky 
are those who do not linger and have a 
sudden death. 

Day Three we set off for Ellerslie via The Base 
(in Hamilton) where on day four we attended 
the Pop-Up Globe. Much Ado About Nothing 
and Romeo and Juliet were the two plays we 
saw. The Pop-Up Globe Theatre is soon to be 
taken on an international tour so if you have 
been thinking a visit was a good idea (and it 
is) go soon as it will not be in Ellerslie for 
much longer. 

On day five we set off for New Plymouth (Bell 
Block). In New Plymouth we took in Pukekura 
Park. The lights display this year, while not as 

extensive as previous years, is stunning and 
well worth a visit. 
 
We also visited the Waitara Rail Preservation 
Society (WRPS) at Brixton (Taranaki). We had 
intended to traverse their line on one of the 
Motor Trolleys I had donated to them several 
years ago. In the event I instead helped get 
the three air reservoir tanks required for their 
Portland Dsa into the tank mounting bracket 
in their correct orientation. 

Above: Waitara Railway Preservation Society - 
The reservoirs for the Portland Dsa and stalwart 
Denys Bettridge. 

 

Some years ago WRPS bought two Dsg 
traction motors that had previously been 
obtained from the Railways by WTM and 
were in the Rear Storage Barn.  They have 
two Dsg locomotives with one of them being 
ŀǘ {ƳŀǊǘ wƻŀŘ όYƛǿƛwŀƛƭΩǎ bŜǿ tƭȅƳƻǳǘƘ ȅŀǊŘύ 
and the other is currently stopped because 
inspection has shown it needs considerable 
work to bring it up to a safe operating 
standard.  

Since my last visit to WRPS there has been 
considerable track work done at the 
Lepperton end of their track. WRPS have for a 
long time owned all roads at Lepperton but 
rail access to those roads has been prevented  

 



TRAMLINES No.2020/1 4        JANUARY ς FEBRUARY 2020 

 

CǊƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜ tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪōŜƴŎƘΣ Ŏƻƴtinued 

by the signals protection at the Waitara end 
of the yard. During the year KiwiRail have cut 
the rail just north of the signal and this has 
allowed WRPS to slew their line behind the 
signal and connect it to their yard. Once it is 
ballasted WRPS will be able to have their 
locomotives go around their train at both 
ends of the line. This will remove the need to 
propel their trains for half of each journey. 

 
The sand trap built by WRPS to KiwiRail 
requirements and the cut made in the track that 
used to connect the KR loop to the WRPS line. 
The line on the right is the Marton ς New 
Plymouth main-line at Lepperton.  

While talking to the various WRPS members I 
was reminded that whether you are talking to 
Tram or Train preservationists you find similar 
problems to be overcome and some new and 
often innovative solutions. 

If you have not visited the WRPS at Waitara I 
commend it to you. It is a short line railway 
journey that travels through both rural and 
suburban scenery. 

At the end of the workday on Wednesday 4th 
December 2019, the various members packed 
up and went home. No one could have 
anticipated that one of us would never come 
back to the site again. Sadly, Mike Vash had a 
motorbike accident on his way home and 
subsequently died in Wellington Hospital on 
December 6th.  He will be missed.  

The news of Trevor Burling's sudden illness 
and subsequent death on Saturday 25th 
January has just come to hand. I am sure 
members will join me in expressions of 
sorrow. Trevor was a long-term member of 
our Museum and was not only President for 
some years but also a leader in the 
restoration of Tram 260 and also of the near 
complete Tram 17. Our thoughts go to 
Marlene who generously loaned us Trevor so 
many times over the years.  

Obituaries for both Mike and Trevor can be 
found on pages 5 and 6. 

Steve Porter 

President 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 
A very warm welcome is extended to the 
following new or re-joined members: 

Graeme Hardie from Stokes Valley;   
Terry Knight from Paraparaumu Beach; 
Puneet Chopra from Aotea, Porirua; 
Graeme Moffatt, re-joined member,      

Paraparaumu.  Graeme is a past Secretary of 
the Museum. 

We trust you gain good satisfaction from 

your membership. 
 

MAYOR OF WELLINGTON AS JOINT 
PATRON:  
 

Andy Foster the newly elected Mayor of 

Wellington has confirmed that he is pleased 

to continue the tradition created in 1964, of 

the Mayor being a Patron to the Museum. 

We welcome Andy and look forward to him 

paying us a visit. 
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OBITUARIES:  written by Henry Brittain 

Mike Vash 
Members were saddened to learn of the 
sudden death of Mike Vash who was involved 
in a motor cycle accident on Wednesday 4 
December on the way home from the 
Tramway and his subsequent passing away on 
Friday 6 December from injuries received. 

 
Above: Henry Brittain (left) and Mike Vash 
watch the unloading of Tram 17 at the 
Tramway Museum on 28

th
 June 2018.  
Photo: Delia McGavin 

 
Mike was a long-time member of the Museum 
having joined in early 1966 and had been very 
involved since the early days at Queen 
Elizabeth Park when we were establishing 
ourselves.  This included reclaiming rail from 
Newtown depot, dismantling the New 
Plymouth trolley bus overhead and other 
similar activities where his enthusiasm and 
technical knowledge contributed to the 
successful outcome of these ventures. 
 
A person with strong views on how things 
were to be done, Mike was not backward in 
expressing these sometimes in a forceful 
manner.  He always had the best interests of 
the Museum at heart and always strove to 
make sure the best outcomes were achieved 

although sometimes his views on how this 
was to be done were at variance. 
A funeral service was held for Mike at the 
Brooklyn Bowling Club rooms at Tanera Park, 
Brooklyn, across the road from his residence.  
A large number of Tramway Museum 
members were present plus many others of 
his friends representing the various interests 
he had. 
 

Mike was very passionate about Double 
Saloƻƴ нлт ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǎ άƘƛǎ ǘǊŀƳέ ŀƴŘ 
it is ironic that we had just started to prepare 
the tram for restoration just before his 
untimely death. His interest in the tram will 
be recognised when it returns to service. 
 

He will be missed. 

-------------------------- 
 

Trevor Burling 
 

Members were stunned by the death of 
Museum stalwart, Trevor Burling who died 
unexpectedly on Saturday 24 January.  His 
death was a severe blow to the Museum 
coming so close to the death of Mike Vash 
in the preceding month. Trevor had been at 
the Tramway on the preceding Wednesday 
and his sudden death will leave a big hole in 
our ranks. 

 
Above: Trevor Burling in 2015. 

Photo: David Turner 
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Obituaries ς Trevor Burling cont. 
 

Trevor joined the Wellington Tramway 
Museum in 1982 after transferring to 
Wellington from Christchurch where he had 
been a member of the Tramway Historical 
Society. He had a special affinity for 
restoration and during 1984-1985 was 
involved in the refurbishment of 151 
including re-canvassing its roof. After this 
had been completed he took on the massive 
task of restoring 260 which required an 
extensive rebuild. This was a real labour of 
love and it was not until the start of 2018 
that Trevor and his helpers had returned 
the tram to full service. 

 
Above: Trevor on the left, with Ali and Greg 
Lang from The Wheelwright Shop, alongside 
Tram 17 on 4

th
 December 2019.   

Photo: Allan Neilson 
 

He will be most remembered with bringing 
tram 17 back to life. Trevor was one of a 
group who rescued 17 from Raumati South 
in 1986 where it had been used as a 
sleep-out. The tram languished in our 
storage building until 2008 after a 
Conservation Plan had been completed for 
its restoration in December 2007.   After 
finance had been raised from a number of 
sources the tram was sent to the 
Wheelwright Shop in the Wairarapa where 
it was restored. Trevor was the Project 
Manager for this and played an important 
role in its restoration and subsequent 
return to Queen Elizabeth Park as a pristine 
example of a restored Wellington 
Combination Tram. Running gear was later 
manufactured and the tram was moving 
towards its completion. However Trevor did 
not live to see it operating on its own. Tram 

17 will always be a memorial to his 
dedication and enterprise. 
 
Aside from restoration, Trevor played an 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 
Management team. First appointed to the 
Board in 1985 he held a variety of positions 
including Chair of the Maintenance and 
Engineering Committee (1989/90) Vice 
President (1990 to 1997) and President 
from 2009 to 2012. He was still a Board 
member at the time of his death. 
 

Very much a team man, Trevor enjoyed 
participating in all Museum activities 
sharing his experience and guiding and 
assisting newer members in the different 
aspects of tramway operations.  In 
recognition of his long and dedicated input 
into the Museum he was granted Honorary 
Life Membership at the 2019 Annual 
General Meeting. 
 

His experience and knowledge will be 
difficult if not impossible to replace and the 
Tramway Museum will be poorer off with 
his passing. A large contingent of members 
attended his funeral on 28 January 
extending their condolences to wife 
Marlene and her family. 

----------------------------- 

Reg Todd 
Older readers will recall Reg Todd who died 
earlier this year. He was a former head of 
Wellington City Transport having worked his 
way up from Tram Conductor, Motorman, 
Inspector, Chief Inspector and finally being 
appointed General Manager until retiring in 
ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΦ 
Although he trained as a Motorman his 
preference was to drive the sightseeing bus 
and he regarded Leyland Royal Tiger number 
сл ŀǎ άƘƛǎ ōǳǎέ.  
In 2018 Reg visited the Museum and had no 
difficulty in getting behind the controls of 
tram 260 and demonstrating that he had not 
lost the art of driving a tram. 
Reg donated a film of a tram trip from Karori 
into the City which included the very first 
trolley buses operating in Karori. This has 
been digitalised and is now in our archives. 
A photograph of Reg appeared in the 
Nov.-Dec. 2018 of Tramlines (page 9). 
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MARKETING AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT 

from Russell Jenkins 

 

New Year Greetings to everyone and a big 

thank you to everyone who volunteered at 

the Museum over the holiday period. 

It has been a good start to 2020 for the 

Tramway with revenue from our daily 

running from Boxing Day through to 

Wellington Anniversary Day (26 days) being 

the highest since 2016- 2017, when we ran 

through to the end of January (34 days). The 

average revenue per day was $532. Add to 

this the income from four Grand Pacific 

Tours, along with donations in the various 

donation boxes, our total revenue has given 

a good boost to finances. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ 

improve as we have a busy few months 

ahead of us. 

A Mini Invasion 

It was a quiet Sunday on 12 January, when a 

visitor wandered into the tram barn and 

asked if it would be OK if a group of car 

enthusiasts did a photo shoot at the 

Museum. As it was early in the day and 

thiƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘΣ L ǎŀƛŘ άǿƘȅ ƴƻǘέΦ 

After a while I went out towards the kiosk 

and this is what I saw: 

 

 

!ƴ ŀŜǊƛŀƭ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άaƛƴƛ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴέ! 
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Marketing and Operations Department, continued 

Later when 159 came out to see what was going on, she was mobbed: 

 

They then tried out the barnΧΦ     and gathered around 260 at the platform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was all good light hearted fun, and in a message posted on Facebook, the organiser wrote: 

άJen Lundberg  We Enjoyed Every minute, thank you so much for being accommodating for us 
all  regards Jen and Ian Mini Pic's New Zealandά

Grand Pacific Tours 

As at 1 February we will have had a total of 
23 Grand Pacific Tours visit the Tramway 
bringing in 643 visitors. In February and 
March we are scheduled to have a further 
17 groups visit, followed by another 8 tours 
in April before the season finishes with 3 in 
May, 

This venture has been good for the Museum 
and the income will enable a number of 

maintenance projects to move closer to 
being undertaken. 

The small team working on the visits are 
enjoying them, especially the interaction 
with the visitors, but to spread the 
workload, they would welcome more 
assistancŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ 
already, please register your willingness to 
help with either Henry (email ΧΧΧΦΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/jen66

