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The sight that greeted members on Friday 15
th
 May after record rainfall 

in the Kapiti area in the early hours of the 14
th
 was not a welcome one.  

Inside the workshop the maintenance pit had become a swimming pool, 
albeit not a clean one.  Over 100mm depth of silt laden water had 
swept through when the Whareroa Stream on our northern boundary 
broke its banks.           More information is inside, pages 15 - 17. 

Photo: Mike Flinn 
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From The President 
Well, halfway through 2015 ς άŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƛƳŜ Ŧƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ you are having funέΦ  

Of course we also want to make sure that our visitors have a good time and will come 
back for more. So letΩs make it our aim for the rest of 2015 to have fun and give our 
visitors a good time.  

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǎǘ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ άǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ƳƻǳǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
visitors a good experience at the Tramway they will hopefully tell others and 
encourage them to come. It never ceases to amaze me that, despite us being at the 
Park for almost 50 years, some locals have only just become aware of our existence 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳt the Beach and the other attractions that Queen Elizabeth Park 
has to offer. 

On the subject of numbers, our Treasurer reports that at this stage of our Financial 
Year, our fare revenue is $1 short of the same period last year but that our total 
revenue is down by 2.6%. It is tough out there, with a lot of competition for the 
discretionary dollar. So we will just have to keep trying. 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ άŜǾŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ōƻƳō ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǘ 
the region on 14 May. It was reported that 145mm of rain was recorded at MacKays. 
As a result of the stream at the back of our site bursting its banks both the Barn and 
the Workshop were flooded.  Fortunately there was no serious damage sustained.  
Special thanks go to those members who helped with the cleaning up and with the 
removal of the silt left behind when the waters receded. 

Robert Vale has circulated a crew roster for July, August and September and there are 
a few vacant slots showing on it. I encourage all members to check and see if they can 
assist him so that we have the desired Supervisor and two crew members on duty each 
operating day. If you are currently not on the operating roster but would like to join it, 
please make contact with Robert at Robert.Vale@vuw.ac.nz and offer your services.  
Any training required for Shop/Conducting duties will be provided.  A once a month 
commitment to help museum operations is all that is required, so please give it some 
thought. 

In the meantime, letΩs all keep having fun and enjoy being part of the Wellington 
Tramway Museum. 

Regards 

 

Russell Jenkins 

mailto:Robert.Vale@vuw.ac.nz
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COMING EVENTS  
 

50 year Celebration  
 
The celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
the opening of our tramway will take place 
on,  

SATURDAY 19 DECEMBER 2015 
The sub-committee organising this event is 
now:  
Mike Flinn (Chairman),  

Henry Brittain,  
Robert Hatten,  
Russell Jenkins,  
Alan Smith and  
Bob Stott.   

Keith McGavin has stood down from it 
owing to other commitments and Robert 
Hatten and Russell Jenkins have joined the 
sub-committee. 
 
It is planned as an afternoon for members, 
ex members, and their families to enjoy 
and reminisce. So mark this date on your 
calendar now.  
We expect:  

¶ Meet & greet members and ex 
members  

¶ Special display covering 50 years 
of Museum development  

¶ A possible tram parade  
ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦŀƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

Tram 17Ωǎ body back from 
restoration?  
Tram 260 operational?  

More information will be provided as 
planning proceeds.  
We would like to track down and make 
contact with as many ex members and 
their families as possible. To maybe jog 
your memory here is a short (and random) 
list of names of some of the people (or 
their families) with whom we would like to 
make contact. We will print more names in 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ά¢ǊŀƳƭƛƴŜǎέ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  

WƻŜ aŀŎŀǎƪƛƭƭ мфтлΩǎ  
DŜǊǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎƻƳ мфтлΩǎ  
Noel Horne 1970-улΩǎ  
/ƘǊƛǎ wƛȄƻƴ мфулΩǎ  
5ŀǾŜ {ǘƻƴȅŜǊ мфулΩǎ  
YŜƛǘƘ !ǊŎƘƛōŀƭŘ мффлΩǎ  

If you have contact details for any of the 
above could you please let Henry Brittain 
know, and we will register them for receiving 
information about our 50 year celebrations.  
Contact Henry on:  
Email: henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz or  
Phone: 04 476 4155  
If you know of other ex-members or their 
families could you also please let Henry 
know the details.  

 

RECENT EVENTS  
Kapiti Coast Biodiversity Project 
 

The Fiducia Centre was the venue for the 
launch of a Kapiti Coast Biodiversity Project 
on 23 June. 
 
The project aims to improve the 
environment for birds, fish, invertebrates 
and lizards and was launched by the Minister 
for the Environment ς Nick Smith. 
 
Those attending the function were invited to 
ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ά²Ŝǘŀ IƻǳǎŜǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ YŀǇƛǘƛ /ƻŀǎǘ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘΦ 
The houses will be placed around the park to 
assist with the breeding programme. 
 
On behalf of the Tramway Museum, 3 Weta 
Houses were assembled by the President 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ά¢ǊŀƳǿŀȅέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎƛŘŜΦ 

 
Above: Russell Jenkins with one of the 
Tramway Weta Houses 



TRAMLINES 5 JUNE 2015   
 

 

OUR PEOPLE 

 

Get Well 

Richard Gray is currently recuperating at home 
from having a pacemaker inserted after having 
a few falls at work. All going well all will be 
back to normal by the end of July.  

Trevor & Marlene Burling are in Christchurch 
(resting??) looking after grandchildren and we 
hope have now fully have now recovered from 
their mishaps: - Trevor his car accident earlier 
and Marlene from having a fall while in the UK 
which meant she spent some of their overseas 
holiday on crutches.  Trevor did say it was 
quite difficult to deal with their luggage on his 
own when they encountered venues that did 
not have luggage trolleys. 

More good news. The BentallΩs are now 
ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ WƛƳΩǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ tŜǊŘƛǘŀ 
from her surgery for an aneurysm after a fall. 

Obituary 

The Society extends its deepest regrets to 
Denys and Felicity Peck who lost their daughter 
and a grandson in a tragic car accident near 
Marton.  Several Museum members attended 
the funeral, which was held in Wanganui. 

Acknowledgement 

Denys would like to extend his and his wife 
Felicity's heartfelt thanks to the Museum and 
also to all the individual members who have 
sent messages or attended the funeral in 
Wanganui of his daughter and grandson. 

 

Where is everyone? 

The rot started with Trevor & Marlene Burling 
ς off to the UK on 20

th
 April, now returned but 

in Christchurch until early July.  Then Colin and 
Lin Dash ς their departure was 29

th
 April and 

have just returned, followed almost 
immediately by Alan and Carol Smith, also to 
the UK and due back early July.  Henry and 
Lorraine Brittain were next ς off to the UK on 
24

th
 May (again, due back early July) followed 

by Mike Flinn in early June and due back 20
th

 
July.  And right now, just to keep us on our 
toes, Russell and Jenny Jenkins from 29

th
 June 

and due back 3
rd

 August! 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ everyone; those of us remaining 
will see the Museum through come floods, 
sunshine or hail.  Just expect double rosters on 
your return! 

Keith McGavin 

 

New Members Induction and Training 

On 20th June Keith McGavin ran an informal 
induction and training session for new 
members.  The idea was to provide some 
background on how the Museum is set up, an 
overview of how it operates and some 
familiarisation with the various buildings and 
facilities we have on site.  In addition we spent 
some time on the intricacies of the kiosk 
operation, covering how to unlock άthis 
fortressέ and set it up, and the basics on how 
to set up the daily cash and operate the cash 
register.  Three new members attended - Toni 
Tovmasian, Steve Porter and Ted Kendal.  

 

 

A New Home for Bugsy 

Bugsy has gone to a new home 
where he has three young boys 
to look after him, plus two 
friends to spend his days with - 
namely Ruth and Max.  

Check out his new shelter. It sure 
beats sleeping under an old bus 
or the digger. 

Near right: Max (the black 
one) and Bugsy. 

Far right: Ruth. 
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FREDDIE THE FIDUCIA 

By Jayden Charteris 

My Name is Jayden Charteris.  I am 18 and have been a member of the Wellington 
Tramway Museum since I was 15.  Over my time at the tramway, trams have gone 
from being a hobby to a passion. This is due to the members at our tramway taking 
time out of their day to let my passion grow. So when our year thirteen (seventh form) 
English class had to write a speech I decided to do something I know and have a 
passion for and of course the first thing that came to mind was trams, and here is the 
result.  
(PS Freddie is the prototype Fiducia 232). 
 
άMY SPEECHέ 
Has anyone heard of Freddie the Fiducia? 
 
No?  
 
Well, heΩs my personal hero; heΩs like Thomas the tank engine but more useful. Not many 
children have heard of him today and heΩs not animated, but his tale is more exciting than any 
writer could dream up.  ItΩs about a town very similar to Gotham City.  CǊŜŘŘƛŜΩǎ ancestors 
were steam, much like Thomas the Tank Engine, but evolved into electric.  But Freddie is 
special, representative of a new age of heroes that are masterpieces of the modern age; they 
are quick, quiet, and efficient.  He sounds invincible doesnΩt he?  But alas he is not and is 
untimely killed in an inferno. ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩs book about a tramway 
icon.  It is, in fact, the story of a new age superhero to rival any Batman, Superman or Wonder 
Women figure. Our hero and many like him were once always in sight in places as big as 
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch and in places as small as Gisborne, New Plymouth and 
Wanganui. 

 
Above: Our Hero ς CǊŜŘŘƛŜ ǘƘŜ άCƛŘǳŎƛŀέ ς The prototype No.232 at Wellington Railway Station - brand 
new in 1933.  No.232 caught fire inside Kilbirnie depot in 1951, was badly damaged and was scrapped.  

Graham Stewart collection 
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CǊŜŘŘƛŜ ǘƘŜ άCƛŘǳŎƛŀέΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ ōȅ WŀȅŘŜƴ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊƛǎ 

The trams helped all at their own beck and call, from elderly women to young children with the 
greatest of enthusiasm and sparks from their boots, from the power deep within their souls. They 
were the strength of these cities, moving passengers and sometimes freight around the streets 
with little effort using electricity as their special power and making them eco-warriors before their 
time.  
 

They also helped develop the cities that chose to adopt them; making previously inaccessible land 
accessible, meaning suburbs such as Wadestown and Seatoun were born.  Along with this the 
greater town benefited from the creation of jobs: track layers, engineers, motormen, conductors 
and later conductresses, just to name a few. Not only are the trams economically important to the 
community, they are emotionally important to that cityΩs people because unlike buses they had 
character. Some are majestic and carry a small smile, others are rugged workhorses with a feeling 
of importance. 
 

Wellington was once a place of great industry being the capital of New Zealand. On the 30th of 
June 1904 Wellington became even more viable as a city when electric trams were installed.  
These trams shaped the city.  Before they arrived the outskirts of Wellington was farmland, as the 
population increased the need for houses and land also increased accordingly, this meant that 
farmland was developed for houses and there became a reliance on trams as this was the only 
form of urban transport. Trams had a prestige in early New Zealand society none more so than the 
trams of Wellington, majestically gliding through the streets, moving swiftly like  modern jet 
planes, with many children marvelling at the trams like children of today marvel at jet planes. 
 

As jet planes have shown time and technology wait for no one, slowly the Wellington trams 
evolved into more modern designs that were made in Wellington for Wellington rather than being 
imported from England. These trams showed the character of the city. Originally they were 
rounded with wooden interiors like the rolling hills and forests that surrounded the city. Then, as 
the city became more modern, so did the trams. The final class to be built was the Fiducia class of 
ǿƘƻƳ CǊŜŘŘƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜΦ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇŜǊƘŜǊƻŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ CƛŘǳŎƛŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
designed and began to be built in the great depression at which time the Council and tramways 
department wanted people to be able to hope, trust and have faith in the future.  This is the 
translation of Fiducia.  
 

This new breed of tramway superheroes was designed to the modern urban landscape of 
Wellington with sharp corners like the buildings they passed and had elegantly appointed 
interiors. The trams are the opposite of the modern buses that rule the streets of Wellington 
today. They have no majesty when they move through the streets.  Although I have never been a 
eco warrior myself transport without fossil fuels is important because we must realise the 
importance of being self-sufficient with our fuel, otherwise one day we will not be able to move 
the masses if we have fuel ǎƘƻŎƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ 
 

Wellington and other towns alike owe todayΩs city to the trams of the yesteryear, they paved the 
way for the other public transport that is still here today, like trolleybuses. These trolleybuses are 
the last of the majestic electric transport that once ruled Wellington and many towns alike in New 
Zealand. This poses the question why are we so archaic in New Zealand?  Taking the trolley buses 
out of Wellington is going against our international 100% pure image. By introducing dirty diesel 
and unreliable battery buses, we are limiting our potential to become a tourist destination like 
Melbourne or San Francisco. 
 

My pledge to you citizens of Wellington and in fact all New Zealand is to return our beautiful 
country to its former glory and lead the way to a fairy-tale where we relish our hero the tram and 
the villainous diesel buses are relegated to the scrap heap where they belong. 

TOP MARKS JAYDEN   !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!        Editor  



TRAMLINES 8 JUNE 2015   
 

HAVE YOU NOTICEDΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦ   
Gus Weir  -  Submitted by Trevor Burling 

Have you noticed the name on the official membership documents and subscription receipts?  
Gus is our membership secretary and has been fulfilling this role for at least the 30 or so years 
that I have been a member of Wellington Tramway Museum. This important behind the scenes 
job is essential to the smooth running of the museum and keeping our membership records up to 
date and accurate. 
Gus has also been a regular driver on the roster participating in an activity he enjoys.  His rapport 
with the customers and other staff is exemplary and he makes a large contribution to the success 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²¢aΦ LǘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ Dǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭǿŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
wheels turning so to say.    

 
Above: Gus Weir in the cab of tram 239 when a very small gnome (seated on the controller) visited 
one day.  
 

AMERICAN MEMORIAL DAY 2015          Text & photos by Russell Jenkins                              
Once again the Tramway Museum took part in the Annual Memorial Day Commemoration at the 
Marines Memorial on 25

th
 May.   The day dawned fine but cold and Tram 151 was again put into use as 

a waiting area for the Paekakariki School children while they waited to perform. (Photo below) 

 


