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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO WELLINGTON TRAMWAY STAFF 101 
YEARS AGO 
101 years ago, in December 1918, New Zealand had just emerged from the Great War (the great 

struggle, as it is termed in the following letter to staff).  But all was not rosy – following hot on 

the heels of the war was the great influenza epidemic.  See what the General Manager has to 

say to his “officers and men”.  (The following is photographed from the original provided from 

WTM archives by Henry Brittain.) 
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Christmas Message to Wellington Tramway Staff 101 years ago, cont.  

 

 

The Wellington Tramway Museum too, extends “the old greeting” of “A Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year” to all its members and readers of Tramlines.  May 2020 bring 

joy and happiness to all! 

 

The Wellington Tramway Museum enters the new-year in good heart.  At the Annual 

General Meeting on 16th November our President, Steve Porter, spoke of some of the 

challenges ahead and notes from his speech are reported on page 8.  To this we would 

only add – please be on the lookout and encourage anyone who shows an interest to 

come and join us in making the Museum work – be it in the operations, maintenance or 

an administrative role.  Our Museum’s wellbeing depends on people. 
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FROM STEVE PORTER’S WORKBENCH 

I am pleased to be able to advise that at 
its 27 November meeting, the Board made 
two important decisions. 

In the first case we had received 
communications from the Museum of 
Transport and Technology that confirmed 
that they wanted to donate Fiducia tram 
244 to our Museum and that the only cost 
to us was the cranage to unload it. We 
agreed to accept this offer.  We have 
been advised that 244 could be expected 
to arrive at the park by mid-January. The 
tram will be substantially complete but 
the “A” end motorman’s cabin has been 
disassembled. 

In the second case we have had a price 
quoted for the provision of a foundation 
design for the Palace’s replacement 
building. The Board has decided to 
proceed with the foundation design. 

For both issues to be progressed we will 
need help. 

 

Fiducia Tram No.244 

To ensure we are ready to receive 244 
there are many items in the rear of the 
barn that will need to be relocated. The 
larger of these items are listed below: 

1. Recover the two sammy trucks that 
were under 17 to the north end of 
Road 2 (Outside). 

2. Place the two sammy bolsters 
(currently on Road 3) on the sammy 
trucks. 

3. Remove the Hydraulic Pit Jack to the 
Rear Storage Building (ideally) or the 
Rear compound. 

4. Relocate Tram 17’s lifeguards to the 
workshop. 

5. Remove the two pallets of assorted 
(but mostly 22e) parts to the Rear 
Storage Barn. 

6. Remove restored air compressor to 
Rear Storage Barn.  

7. If time will allow, remove cable on 
eastern wall by switchboard to rear 
storage. 

8. Relocate Bedford Tower truck to Road 
4 

9. Relocate Points motor box and lid to 
Rear Storage Barn. 

10. Remove single pony axle set to rear 
compound. 

11. Relocate the Tram 207 component 
storage box to be on Road 3 opposite 
the office. 

Note: The first two items have already 
been completed! 

If this work is completed in a timely 
fashion, we will be able on Tram 244’s 
arrival to simply push her into Road 3 
North end and close the door. Please if 
you have time available help us to ensure 
that 244 is not left outside! 

Amenities / Archives Building 

To help ensure that the task of designing 
and building the replacement amenities 
building goes as smoothly as possible we 
need help. Are there any members out 
there who would like to join or indeed 
head up a sub- committee to manage the 
amenities replacement project?  Two or 
three people are required and ‘Job One’ is 
to guide the Board as to what the new 
building should be called. There may be a 
chocolate fish to the person who suggests 
a name that is accepted.  

Steve Porter 

President. 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALS 
The Museum greatly appreciates your support of its objectives and development through your 

contribution as a member. 

The annual SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL IS DUE AND PAYABLE ON 1st January (unless of course you 

are a life member).  Early payment is appreciated. 

The renewal notices/invoices are attached / enclosed with this issue.  As they include a 

provision for the colour printed Tramlines (additional cost) and for donations a notice is also 

attached even if you are a life member – both paid and honorary.   

There are two matters to bring to your attention: 

First:  An optional extra – A colour printed Tramlines delivered to you, six issues per year.  

With the bi-monthly Tramlines now including articles and notes on matters of interest and 

relevance to Wellington trams and their history we now offer it as a full colour printed 

magazine (A5 page size), delivered to you, for an additional charge of just $40 p.a.   
 

If you are someone who likes to read and hold a paper copy and not have the Tramlines information buried 

somewhere in your computer or mobile phone then you will appreciate this option.   

The colour printed magazine is proving very popular.  Just fill in the details on the form.  (Note – those 

on email continue to receive an emailed copy as well.)  We highly recommend this option but we can only 

continue it provided it is supported by reasonable numbers of members. 

Second: Donations –  

To continue to maintain and develop the tramway and the museum we depend on members’ 

support.  We have completed our highly successful Tram No.17 campaign.  We absolutely 

need your support if you can manage it towards the new amenities and archives building, buying 

new sleepers, and on starting on the restoration of another unique tram – in this case 

Double-saloon No.207.  Full details are with the renewal notice. 

 

OPERATIONAL NOTICE  

AN IMPORTANT SAFETY MESSAGE FOR ALL TRAM DRIVERS 
 

Whenever a tram is taken on a run down the line to the beach, whether on a passenger or test 

run, the driver must have a cell-phone that is switched on (see Section 5.2 of the Tram Drivers 

Manual.) 
 

If your phone rings, bring your tram to a stop and, if it is Tramway related, take the call – or if 

you have missed the call, return it.   
 

Also, before you set out you must advise the supervisor or, if the supervisor is not available or 

appointed, a responsible member on site, of your plans. 

NO CELL PHONE = TRAM DOES NOT LEAVE THE DEPOT. 

Russell Jenkins 

Vice President Marketing & Operations 

27th November 2019 
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Above: Members at this year’s Annual General Meeting on 16

th
 November.        Photo: Keith McGavin 

 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 
TRAMWAY CHRISTMAS DINNER 
 

Date:  Saturday 7th December,  

From 6.30pm – seating for meal at 7pm 

Venue: Fisherman’s Table Restaurant 

Address: Main Road (SH1) Paekakariki 

Cost will be $36 per head, for a three 

course meal. 

Please add your name to the list in the 

Palace, or if that’s not possible advise 

Henry Brittain, by this Wednesday 4th 

December if you are coming. 
   

 

Council of Tramway Museums of 
Australasia (COTMA) Conference 
The 2020 COTMA Conference will be held in 
Bendigo between the 10th and 15th of 
September next year.  Mark your calendars 
and start thinking about attending this 
conference and enjoy the experience 
meeting other tramway minded people and 
riding on a street tramway in this historic 
and picturesque Victorian City. 
 

 

RECENT EVENTS 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
This year’s Annual General Meeting was 

held on Saturday 16th November in the 

Fiducia Centre.  Attendance was 

twenty-one and the following Board and 

officers were elected to hold office until the 

next AGM: 

President:             Stephen Porter 

Vice President,Maintenance & Engineering:

        Allan Neilson 

Vice President, Marketing & Operations: 

       Russell Jenkins 

Treasurer:     Michael Boyton 

Secretary:      Henry Brittain 

Board Members:     Trevor Burling 

   Colin Dash 

Mike Flinn 

Joint Patrons:    

Mayor of Wellington (subject to his consent) 

  Mayor of Kapiti 

Honorary Solicitor:      Ian McCulloch 
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Recent Events – Annual General Meeting cont 

 
No appointments were made to the two 
positions of Secretary Maintenance and 
Engineering and Marketing and Operations; 
it was left to members of the incoming 
Committees to make their own 
appointments.  
The position of (Honorary) Auditor 

continues to be undertaken commercially. 

 

Additional non-Board responsibilities 

include: 

 

Funding Officer:  Keith McGavin 

Membership Secretary: Robert Hatten 

Kiosk Manager:  Denys Peck 

Grounds Supervisor:  Michael Flinn 

 

Two long serving members, Michael Boyton 
and Trevor Burling, were elected as 
Honorary Life Members – this is reported on 
separately. 
 

At the Annual Meeting our President, 
Steve Porter, spoke in the following 
terms about the challenges ahead: 
 
“An Annual Report such as that I have just 

tabled is typically a record, usually glowing, 

of the previous year’s milestone events. 

Some members may in addition wish to 

learn what the future may hold. 

Obviously, we all expect that in the next 

period Tram 17 will enter service, and that 

in turn Tram 207 will commence her 

restoration.  We may also expect that 

even though we are all getting older we will 

likely be asked to do more for the Museum. 

So how should we respond? 

On the operations side of our Society we 

have, I am happy to report, embraced the 

call to support the need to crew the GPT 

and other extra group visits to out tramway.   

As normal revenues continue to slowly 

reduce (a trend over many years) we have 

been blessed with the opportunity to 

increase revenue through visits from Grand 

Pacific Tour groups and indeed other 

visiting groups.  I can assure members that 

where Russell and his team take on extra 

work that the revenue that results more 

than justifies the extra effort imposed on 

our trams, equipment, and members. As I 

am sure Russell will explain the resultant 

revenue will help ensure the continued 

good health of our Tramway Museum. 

Many aspects of our activities come within 

the ambit of both The Railways Act and the 

Health and Safety in the Workplace Act. 

These acts, relevant Regulations and other 

statutes, Standards and Codes of Practice 

mandate many things for our Museum 

(which is a Railway as defined in the 

Railways Act). Among the requirements 

mandated is that we must continuously 

review our safety systems. In 2017 this 

process resulted in the preparation and 

adoption of our Health and Safety Policy 

document. 

Members may expect that soon, as part of 

managing Health and Safety in our 

workplace, that we will be developing policy 

documents dealing with, among other 

things, topics such as  “Working at 

Heights”,  “Use of Machinery”,  

“Hazardous Substances”,  all having have 

been identified as significant hazards. 

 A policy of continuous improvement in 

safety performance is a statutory 

requirement.  

I look forward to all members assisting the 

Board to achieve better and safe outcomes 

in all our endeavours.” 
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Recent Events cont
 

RAILEX – 16th – 17th NOVEMBER, LOWER HUTT 

 
Above: Henry Brittain “behind the counter” at this year’s RAILEX model railway show, 17

th
 November 2019 

at Taita, Lower Hutt.  As well as making sales of calendars, souvenirs and the like RAILEX is a good 
opportunity over the two days to remind the visiting public and other exhibitors that we are there and 
operating .          Photo: Michael Boyton 

 
 

 

NEWS OF OUR MEMBERS 
AND VOLUNTEERS 
 

NEW HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 
ELECTED 
 
 
At the Museum’s Annual General Meeting 
on 16th November two long-serving 
members were honoured with the granting 
to them of Honorary Life Membership: 
Michael Boyton and Trevor Burling.  Both 
have long and distinguished records of 
service to the Museum. 

Michael Boyton: 

Michael Boyton joined the Museum back in 
the mid-1970's and was a member of the 
Board for over 10 years from 1976/77 
through to April 1987.  During these years 
he served as Vice-president in 1977/78, as 
Secretary from 1981/82 to 1983/84 and as 
Treasurer from 1984/85 to April 1987.  As 
well as that he doubled up as General 
Manager from 1983 through to March 1985. 

Over most of the period from 1987 through 
to 1997 Michael was living and working in 
Auckland. 
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News of our members and volunteers, cont. 

 
Michael Boyton in front of his vintage AEC bus. 

Following his return to Wellington Michael 
was appointed as a Board member at the 
Nov.1997 AGM.  Then in 1998/99 he served 
as Secretary and from 1999/2000 right up 
to the present day he has served the 
Museum well as Treasurer - a 
time-consuming and demanding role which 
he continues to fulfil with great distinction. 

Michael Boyton has so far accumulated a 
total of over 31 years serving the Museum 
in various capacities. 

Trevor Burling: 
 
Trevor came to us from Christchurch where 
he had been a member of the THS and 
involved in the restoration of Hills tramcar 
No.152.  He came on the WTM scene about 
1985 when he became involved with Les 
Stewart in re-roofing tram 151.    This was 
followed in 1986 with the retrieval of the 
body of Tram 17 at Raumati South and its 
removal to the Museum.  Then on 1st 
November 1986 Trevor was elected as a 
Museum Board Member and in that 
December he is listed along with Peter Hawke 
and Allan Neilson as having responsibility for 
electrical maintenance. 

 
Trevor Burling in front of Tram 17 when it 
arrived back at WTM last year. 

Trevor was a member of the Board from 
November 1986 through to November 1997 
during which time he served as Chairman of 
the Maintenance & Engineering Committee 
(1989/90) and as Vice President 1990/91 
through to 1996/97. 

Although not a Board member from 1998 to 
2008 Trevor was active on several fronts - in 
particular assuming responsibility for the 
restoration of Tram 260.  In November 2008 
he was re-elected as a Board member and at 
the following AGM in November 2009 he 
succeeded Henry Brittain as Museum 
President.  Trevor was President through 
until November 2013 when he stood down to 
be replaced by Russell Jenkins.  During his 
tenure the Rear Storage Building was 
constructed, the main Tram Barn was 
renovated, re-roofed, and largely re-clad and 
the Fiducia Centre was built. 

Trevor has remained as a Board Member over 
the six years since November 2013 to the 
present day and of course over this time has 
been hugely involved in the completion of 
260's restoration and in the Tram 17 project. 

So Trevor's terms on the Board in different 
capacities to date are 11/1986 to 11/1997 (11 
years) and 11/2008 to 11/2019 (11 years) - a 
total of 22 years.   
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News of our members and volunteers, cont. 

BEST WISHES TO: 

Russell Jenkins was laid low recently 
through an illness seemingly contracted 
while holidaying in Australia.  He made it 
back to New Zealand but was then 
hospitalised in Auckland and seriously ill.  
He was discharged from hospital in 
Auckland, although still not well, and 
managed to return home to Pukerua Bay 
and has been gradually recovering over the 
past few weeks. Through this entire time 
Russell has managed to keep up with what 
is going on at the Museum and in particular 
making sure that the Global Pacific Tour 
visits are properly organised and 
functioning.  Thanks too to Russell’s wife 
Jenny, who has also helped out regularly 
with these tour visits since their return to 
Wellington and has supported Russell over 
this time.  We hope that the recent 
improvement in Russell’s condition results 
in full recovery very quickly.   

 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 
AVAILABLE NOW AT THE MUSEUM SHOP 

 

‘Napier’s Royal Blue Trams 1913 – 1931’,  
by Graham Stewart (newly published)    $30* 
 *Members’ price. $36 to non-members 

WTM Souvenir Guide, fully illustrated in colour 
and b&w, 24pp    $10 

2020 Wellington Tramway calendar $15 
 See advert. Page 2 
 

WANT THEM POSTED TO YOU (WITHIN NZ)? –  
-All three ordered by members - $60 total;  
-Any two - add $5 to above individual prices.   
Any one: Napier book (to members) $36, 
Souvenir Guide $15, Calendar $20   
 

Email your order to 
info@wellingtontrams.org.nz with details and 
delivery address, and pay amount into WTM’s 

ANZ account 06 0501 0075414 00 

OR Send details plus a cheque to Treasurer, 
WTM, P.O.Box 36, Upper Moutere, 7144, N.Z. 

 

 

Tramlines is aware that members John 
Lawes, Barry Walker and Robin Boddy, and 
also Graeme Bennett, a long time tram 
enthusiast and friend of the Museum, have 
recently been seriously ill and had spells in 
hospital.  All are home now and we wish 
them a speedy and complete recovery.  
 

Shop News from Denys Peck, Manager 
 
Over the last few months we have added a 
few new items of stock to the shop as well 
as changing a range of our souvenirs as 
follows. 
 
New items include: 

Tramway Museum Caps [$21.50] 
and 

Tramway Bucket Hats [$29.00]  
both these items are navy blue and 

include our new logo on the front.  
This logo is the same as the one on 

the Tram Crew Hi Viz jackets,  
The caps fit all sizes via an 

adjustable band and the bucket hats come 
in 2 sizes.  
 
We have also freshened up both our range 
of fridge magnets and key rings as we have 
produced two new tram images which 
feature both a Fiducia and a Double Saloon 
tram in different settings.  The new images 
have received favourable comments from 
our members.  
 
The shop price for the fridge magnets is 
$5.00 each and for the keyrings $6.00 each. 
 
Don't forget we still have WTM tram 
calendars on sale in the shop for $15.00 
each so be quick as we normally sell out of 
these before Christmas.  
 
Another item suitable as a Christmas 
stocking filler is the Tram Coffee Mug, on 
sale for $12.50 each in our shop.  
 

Pick up your souvenirs from the Museum Shop 

next time you visit – open every Saturday and 

Sunday and whenever trams are running for the 

public. 

mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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AN ACQUISITION FOR THE MUSEUM 
Ex Wellington Fiducia tram No.244 is expected to arrive at the Museum during January from 
the Museum of Transport and Technology (MOTAT), Auckland, where it has been in storage 
for over fifty years. 

 
Shown above is a photograph by Graham Stewart of No.244 in 1949 (10 years old but still in ‘as new’ 
condition) passing the siding in Kent Terrace, inward bound for Courtenay Place, Railway Station and 
Thorndon. 
No.244 was one of the three trams painted up in early 1964 as a publicity coup by the Shell Oil Company 
the others being 257 (in service at MOTAT) and 260 (in service here). 
 

No.244 is one of seven Fiducia class trams surviving – all at WTM or MOTAT.   
 

Nos. 235 and 238, both at WTM and neither of which are operational, are the sole survivors of 

the first batch which comprised Nos. 233 to 238.  No.235 entered service on the 14th November 

1938, No.238 on 14th February 1939.   
 

Of the main middle batch, comprising Nos. 239 to 256 those in Museums are 239 (operational at 

WTM), 244 (in storage at MOTAT but being transferred to WTM), and 252 – ‘the last tram’ (in 

storage at MOTAT).  Nos. 239 and 244 both entered service on 8th November 1939 and No.252 

on 7th March 1940.   
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An Acquisition for the Museum, cont. 

 
Above: During its last weeks in service in early 1964 No.244 is shown here in Mansfield Street, Newtown 
outside the entrance to the Newtown Tram Sheds.  No.244 has just been brought out from the Sheds to 
take over from one of the other Shell trams – either 257 or 260 – and its passengers and crew are 
transferring to 244. Reason unknown but probably some minor fault such as a door problem in the other 
tram – or it may have been a pre-planned move to (for example) make some minor modification to the 
Shell advertisements – note that 244 is missing its Shell roof board advertisement.  Photo: Keith McGavin   

 
Above: The body of Fiducia tram No.244 arrives at MOTAT, Auckland from Wellington in May 1964. 

Photo: Graham Stewart 

 



TRAMLINES No.2019/6 14      NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2019 

 

An Acquisition for the Museum, cont. 

Of the four post-war Fiducias Nos. 257 to 260 both No.257 and No.260 survive – No.257 in 

service at MOTAT and 260 in service at WTM.  No.257 originally entered service on 31st August 

1950 and 260, the last to enter service, did so on 19th December 1952. 

 

No.244 will be WTM’s fifth Fiducia – some would say five too many!  But having been stored 

under cover for practically its whole life the body appears to be in much better condition than 

either 235 or 238 which were in the open at WTM for the eleven years from 1964 to 1975. 

 
Wellington Tramway Museum’s four Fiducias parked outside the tram barn on 4

th
 April 2018.  From left 

235, 238, 239 and 260.  Nos. 235 and 238 are not operational.     Photo: Keith McGavin 

 

Read how Wellington Tramway Museum will handle tram 244 in “Steve Porter’s Workbench” – Page 5 

  

MARKETING & OPERATIONS 
DEPARTMENT      

From Russell Jenkins, 
Vice-President 

Where has 2019 gone. Years seem to go 
faster as we get older! 

2019 has been a good year for Tramway 
operations with everything running 
smoothly, thanks to everyone who 
contributes both on the Operations and 
Maintenance side of things. Thanks to you 
all. 

Grand Pacific Tours 

As at the end of November we have hosted 
16 Grand Pacific Tours and despite the 
weather not being the best on some days, 
the visitors have enjoyed their visit that 
includes a Tram Ride to the Beach, 
afternoon tea and a look around our 
displays in the Tram barn. 

A further two groups are confirmed for 
December and another four scheduled for 
January.  From next February until the end 
of the season in May, the number of groups 
scheduled to visit increases with 12 in 
March and 13 in April. 
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Marketing & Operations Dept., cont. 

To make these visits successful and to 
spread the workload, we are always looking 
for more assistance from members or 
member’s families and friends. If you 
haven’t done so already, please register 
your willingness to help with either Henry 

(email henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz) or 
Russell (email rjenkins@xtra.co.nz). The 
groups are at the Museum for 1¼ hours and 
adding the time to get everything ready, the 
total commitment for each of these visits is 
under 3 hours. This equals a very good 
income for a relatively short period of 
involvement.

 
Above: A Grand Pacific Tour Group enjoying their tram ride in tram 159 on 20

th
 November 2019. 
Photo: Keith McGavin 

 
Above: If the weather is suitable the Groups often take a walk from the Beach terminus over to the Beach.  
Kapiti Island is in the background.    Photo: Keith McGavin, 20

th
 November 2019 

mailto:henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz
mailto:rjenkins@xtra.co.nz
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Marketing & Operations Dept., cont. 

January Holiday Running 

As has been the case for many years, the 
Museum is planning to be open and have 
the trams running from Boxing Day through 
January. However this is dependent on 
members offering to assist. Even if you are 
not a “regular” on the roster, your 
assistance is welcome as we need to have 
our kiosk open for business, not only to 
serve those wanting to have a tram ride, but 
also to serve ice creams, drinks and snacks 
to other park visitors. 

If you would like to help out, please contact 
the man who works on the roster, Robert 
Vale at Robert.vale@outlook.com . 

Major Athletics Event – 1 February 2020 

No we are not taking up athletics but the 
Tramway has been approached to assist 
with XTERRA Wellington Festival at Queen 
Elizabeth Park, that will feature a range of 
off-road running, mountain biking and 
triathlon events. 

The request we have received is to 
transport competitors from the Event 
Headquarters at the Ramaroa Centre down 
to the start / finish lines near the beach and 
to bring them back after the races. We will 
also be transporting spectators and other 
park visitors. 

Here is the catch.  We will be running 
trams from 7 am!  Don’t worry we only 
need a few members at that hour, but 
assistance at any time during the day will be 
most welcome. 

As I write this, our participation has not 
been confirmed, as we have some details to 
work through with the organisers. If you 
would like to help, and have not already 
been asked, please contact me at  
rjenkins@xtra.co.nz  so that I can register 
your availability. This is a chance for all 
members to contribute to an event in the 
Park that could be very beneficial to the 
Museum. 

 

 

 

QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK / 
MACKAYS CROSSING UPDATE

  from Alan Smith 
 

Every few issues, Tramlines will now include 
updates about the wider Queen Elizabeth 
Park and our general MacKays Crossing 
neighbourhood.  

There is a lot going on in both, and in many 
cases things of significance to the space our 
trams carry passengers through are at early 
or options stages; other things of 
significance - most obviously the huge 
Transmission Gully (TMG) route for State 
Highway One (SH1) - have a momentum of 
their own and some localised implications 
only become clear well into the project. 

Certainly all these QEP and MacKays 
developments and policies confirm what a 
wonderful asset we have in our location, 

and the potential we as the Tramway 
Museum have for adding to the usefulness, 
appeal and sustainability of the area.  

Our immediate “landlord” is the Greater 
Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) - 
though through a different council 
department to the one which manages the 
Wellington trams’ successor public 
passenger transport services. The Kapiti 
Coast District Council is our local authority, 
while the New Zealand Transport Agency 
(NZTA) owns and manages SH1 and 
adjacent land as well as being the 
regulatory authority for the main-line 
railway (NIMT or, for Metlink passenger 
services, KPL) as well as the regulatory 
authority for our Kapiti Coast Electric 
Tramway, which operates under the 
Railways Act. 

Next year should see the opening of TMG 
and of the new connections (including 
signage) to and from it for us at MacKays  

file:///C:/Users/Keith/AppData/Local/Temp/Robert.vale@outlook.com
mailto:rjenkins@xtra.co.nz
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Queen Elizabeth Park/MacKays Crossing Update, 
cont. 

Crossing. On 30 November the 
DominionPost reported that a new Kapiti 
weigh station designed to catch trucks as 
they head on or off Transmission Gully will 
be built on DoC land on Emerald Glen Road, 
which heads off the same MacKays Crossing 
west roundabout which links to our site at 
Whareroa Road on the other side of the 
railway level crossing. The paper reports 
concerns about this, quoting an Emerald 
Glen resident “the potential for a serious 
accident between users of the parks and 
commercial vehicles is extremely high”. 
Incidentally, this same report noted that 
“Queen Elizabeth Park was the most visited 
park in the Wellington region with more 
than 400,000 visitors a year”.   

How access to this, to the link roads to 
Paekakariki town, and to the widened 
(double gates) entry to the park by 
Whareroa Road all fit together will be of 
real interest to us as we continue to 
position ourselves as a family attraction - as 
well as a heritage operation - in the Park.  
After all, once TMG is fully bedded in, we 
will be only half an hour’s drive from central 
Wellington and from the Hutt Valley. At the 
same time, there is likely to be - for carbon 
emissions reduction and climate change 
reasons - increasing popular pressure to 
scale back private motoring. Thank 
goodness we can confidently assert our 
trams as an interesting, pollution-free way 
of travelling across the park, observing the 
landscapes along the way before that final 
stunning arrival at the top of the hill where 
Kapiti Island and the sea present 
themselves in all their splendour, whatever 
the weather.  

When we first acquired our site (in 1964), 
Queen Elizabeth Park was mainly a farming 
and grazing operation.  In more recent 
years, GWRC has adopted the policy of 
phasing out farming in the interests of 
emissions reduction and of the restoration 
of natural vegetation and ecosystems. The 
Friends of Queen Elizabeth Regional Park 

Kapiti Trust www.friendsofqep.nz is a 
community group particularly interested in 
plantings, wetlands and the natural 
environment at the Park. Have a look at 
their website which includes a distant photo 
of Fiducia 239 outside the Barn!  

In future Tramlines we’ll report on GWRC 
work for the Park, and introduce some of 
our neighbours such as the Stables, The US 
Marines’ Trust and the Aeromodellers. It is 
an interesting community and the Museum 
works hard to be a good neighbour to all. 

 

A notice from Wellington 

Gateway Partnership re the 

Transmission Gully Project: 

18 November 2019  
Upcoming works on the Mackays 
Interchange with Transmission 
Gully  
We’re about to start work on local tie ins to 
the new interchange that will connect 
Mackays Crossing and the local coast road 
with Transmission Gully. Construction of this 
new interchange requires working on the 
current northbound offramp at Mackays 
Crossing. To complete these works safely 
and with minimum disruption to local 
residents and amenity users the works are 
being undertaken in a staged approach but 
will involve periods of disruption to local 
residents, QE11 Park users, Whareroa Farm 
users and some northbound SH1 traffic.  

 
From the week starting 20 November 2019 
to early January 2020 you will experience 
intermittent Stop/Go traffic management 
and shoulder closures at the end of the 
northbound offramp at Mackays crossing.  

 
From 6 January 2020 for two-four weeks 
(weather dependant) the northbound off 
ramp at Mackays crossing will be closed to 
all traffic.  Northbound access to QE Park, 
Whareroa Farm, Emerald Glen Road, 
Waterfall Road, Valley Road and 
Maungakotukutuku Road will be diverted 
to Poplar Avenue to turn around, head 

http://www.friendsofqep.nz/
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south on SH1 to the southbound Mackays 
off-ramp and under the overbridge to QE 
Park or straight ahead to Whareroa Farm 
and local road connections.  

There will also be no pedestrian or 
equestrian path or safe access under the 
bridge between Whareroa and QE Park from 
6 Jan and this extends throughout the works 
until late March 2020. Pedestrians and 
members of the equestrian community will 
be advised to travel and park on the side 
they wish to use rather than walk or ride 

between and to allow extra time for 
travelling with horse trailers.  

 
We appreciate this diversion presents a 
significant disruption to residents and are 
raising the plans with you early so that you 
can contact us to discuss any concerns. To 
meet or talk with one of the team please call 
our Project freephone on 0800 84 4636 
(0800 TG INFO), or email us at 
info@tg.co.nz Project freephone: 0800 TG 

INFO (0800 84 4636) Email: info@tg.co.nz 

See: www.tg.co.nz for more information 

  

 

AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE LINE 
Prepared by Keith McGavin  

Tram No. 17 Progress: 

Most activity through October and November has centred on preparing the Brill type 22E trucks 
and fitting them under tram 17’s body.  In the early part of October the king pins and king 
plates were received back from Tunley Engineering at Paraparaumu and they, together with the 
radial blocks, were prepared for fitting.  Then, after further preparation of the trucks, 30th 
October saw tram 207 moved over to workshop road 5 behind the maintenance pit and tram 17 
shunted on its sammy trucks so that the trucks could be moved into position – one at each end 
of the tram – for fitting under the tram.  The tram body jacks were then placed under tram 17 
and the weight taken so that the sammy trucks could be removed. 

 
Above: Preparing to tow tram 17 on its 22E trucks for the first time, 27

th
 November 2019.  

Photo: Allan Neilson  
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Around the Site and Down the Line – Tram 17 Progress, cont. 

Over the following three weeks the tram was lifted, the tram lowered toward the trucks, and 
adjustments made to various components.  This included another job for Tunley Engineering, to 
modify the curved body bearer plates at the “A” end and to provide two spacer plates to fit behind 
the king pins.  This was all carried out and finally the tram, on its 22E trucks, was towed out behind 
our “Tug” tow motor, on 27th November.  The testing was very successful, with no problems, even 
on the sharpest curves.  However various adjustments were noted as necessary and these are now 
being attended to.  

 
Above: Tram No.17 during its first test tow on its Brill type 22E trucks.    Photo: Keith McGavin 

 
Above: Some of the crew; 27

th
 November 2019.  From left: Allan Neilson. Trevor Burling, Neville Webley, 

Keith McGavin, Russell Jenkins, Henry Brittain, Steve Porter, Trevor Weaver, Colin Dash, Grant Johnson. 
Photo: Mike Flinn, with Keith McGavin’s camera. 
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Around the Site and Down the Line – Tram 17 Progress, cont. 

 
Above: A feature of the 22E trucks is the sprung compression post at the pony wheel end of each truck.  
This view, looking through the hole in the tram floor where the removable access hatch covers have been 
removed, enables a good idea to be gained as to how the compression posts work.  The compression 
post is sprung hard against the “U” shaped steel plate above it.  As the tram starts around a curve the 
wheels move start to move the truck around the curve.  As this happens the compression post, moving 
with the truck, is forced down further by the curve in the “U” shaped plate.  This applies more of the 
tram’s weight onto the compression post and therefore on to the pony wheels.  This additional weight 
helps keep the pony wheels on the rails on the curve when, in the absence of the extra weight, they may 
have a tendency to slip off the rails.      Photo: Mike Flinn, 27

th
 November 2019    

Compressor Maintenance 
 
Grant Johnson has completed the overhaul 

of the first spare tram air compressor and is 

starting on a second which has been pulled 

out of storage.  

 

Right: The overhauled tram air compressor, ex 
Fiducia No.250 broken up by WTM for spare 
parts in 1964.     Photo: Mike Flinn 
 

Do you remember the trams? – Please 
share your anecdotes and memories 
with other Tramlines readers. 
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

 
Above: Components from the second spare 
compressor being cleaned, 25

th
 November 2019. 
Photo: Mike Flinn 

 

Overhead Parts Sorting: 

During October and November sorting and 
organising of overhead stocks for sale and 
for retention has been on-going.  

 
Above: Some overhead parts being made ready 
for sale to the Perth Tramway Museum.  20

th
 

November 2019.     Photo: Mike Flinn 

Housekeeping: 

Mike Flinn has been keeping the grass down 
around the site.  This Spring has been an 
exceptional one for growth with regular 
rainfall and warm temperatures so keeping 
it all under control has been a challenge.  
However Mike even manages to maintain 
the most obscure parts of our property such 
as behind the rear compound fence, and 
also the point and crossing stacks down the 
line, now that they have been cleared. 

 
Above: Here is the view on 9

th
 October behind 

our rear compound fence, with Whareroa 
Stream bubbling along.  After Mike Flinn’s 
attention it looks like a good place for a picnic!
      Photo: Mike Flinn 

On 9th October borer bombs were released 
in a number of storage locations around our 
property and it is intended to repeat this in 
January. 

A most important task is the keeping of our 
trams clean and presentable and Steve 
Green carried this out to an exemplary 
standard. With four trams now operational 
and planned to be joined by a fifth one next 
year this is no easy task – if you would be 
willing to assist Steve on a Wednesday he 
would certainly appreciate it. 

Another task is the routine mechanical 
checking of the trams, mostly carried out by 
Barry Ollerenshaw.  This means that the 
required regular programme of checks are 
attended to, minor problems remedied and 
details recorded.  

Every week, too, the shop is checked, 
re-stocked where necessary and 
maintained.  Denys Peck has been looking 
after this and as the busy season  
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Around the Site and Down the Line, cont. 

approaches this will become more and 
more demanding. 

And during November Steve Porter and 
others organised for two loads of scrap to 
be loaded and despatched from the 
Museum, on the 14th and 28th November. 

 
Above: A loaded truck of scrap metal, including 
some scrap rails, almost ready to depart the 
Museum on 14

th
 November. Photo: Allan Neilson 

 
Thanks to all the above members, and 
others not mentioned, who help on the 
regular and essential housekeeping tasks 
around the Museum. 

  

‘ARTISTIC LICENCE’  
   From Alan Smith 
Can you spot the technical (tram electrical 
equipment) error in this otherwise 
delightful framed pen-and-ink sketch seen 
recently in a Days Bay gallery for sale for 
$90? It is that Double-Saloon 230 leaving 
the Karori tunnel has been gifted a second 
trolley pole, hooked down in this direction 
with its trolley rope hitched clear of the 
motorman’s vision ahead - just as was done 
with all trams from 232 onwards. 
 

The artist, David Bang 
www.Davidbang.co.nz has, presumably 
unwittingly, copied the front hitched trolley 
pole, trolley rope and retriever 
arrangement from his companion sketch, 
also on sale at Van Helden Gallery for $90, 
of Fiducia 242 leaving the west portal of the 
Hataitai tram tunnel. 

Artistic Licence, cont. 

 

The introduction of twin trolley poles on 
trams must have been a huge job 
improvement for tram conductors - no 
longer having to swing the single pole at 
each terminus by walking out amongst 
other road traffic to do so. This was even 
more dangerous at night - as soon as the 
one pole was lowered from the overhead, 
all traction power to the tram ceased - 
including that for lighting. The conductor, in 
black Tramways uniform, had to walk her or 
his tensioned trolley pole through the traffic 
in total darkness and then find the 
overhead wire to reconnect the current. In 
Wellington, of course, this often meant 
doing so in wind and/or rain, and included 
at tight spaces like the termini at 
Wadestown or Northland. 

230 and other Double-Saloons were all 
fitted with just one trolley pole and the 
night-time swing around continued as a 
regular task for conductors and 
conductresses at Thorndon terminus right 
up to 1963. By that time the Hutt Road, 
which began at the tram terminus where 
Tinakori Rd and Thorndon Quay merged, 
was one of the busiest streets in the whole 
country and part of the main road north out 
of Wellington. Tram crews obviously took it  

http://www.davidbang.co.nz/
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Above: Henry Brittain has supplied this painting of what appears to be small (four-wheeled) Palace tram No.84 
on the corner of Rintoul and Riddiford Streets, Newtown.  Note two trolley poles in trolley bus configuration!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artisitic Licence cont. 

all in their stead - but it must have been a 
dangerous and at times frightening part of 
the daily job. 

…..And an addition to this story from 
Henry Brittain: 

Here is another tram (with two trolley 
poles) on the corner of Rintoul and 
Riddiford streets. 

Keith McGavin vaguely recalls that this 
painting may have been featured on the 
annual Dominion/Evening Post calendar 
back in the late 60’s or in the 70’s.  The 
prominent “The Dominion” sign lends 
credence to this.  The tram No. looks like 
84 and this would be compatible with a 
small (4-wheeled) Palace tram like our 
No.86.  When we come to restore our 
No.86 we better not use this painting as a 
guide as to how many poles to fit! 

WTM is still on the lookout for any 
photographs of 4-wheeled trams 82 to 87 in 

service in their rebuilt configuration as two 
compartment centre entrance types.  
There is a photograph of No.82 in 
Customhouse Quay with destination 
Brooklyn on page 93 of Graham Stewart’s 
book, “Always a Tram in Sight”, but so far 
no others have been found.  This is 
surprising considering the number of 
Wellington street scene photographs from 
the 1913 up to the 1940’s when they were 
withdrawn.  It seems however that these 

trams were not used all that intensively or 
frequently, especially from the depression 
times onwards.  The late Harry Berry, in 
his “Memories of the Aro Street Route” 
published in parts in Tramway Topics in the 
1960’s, definitely recalled them in use, 
however, on that route. 
 
Instant fame, plus publication of the image 
in ‘Tramlines’, awaits any reader of 
Tramlines who can supply a good 
photograph of one of these trams in use in 
its rebuilt configuration!  
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 “Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments and it 
also includes articles on matters of historic tramway interest, especially Wellington.  
Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact resource 
and notice to the wider world.   Contributions and notes welcomed.  Contact details are on page 3.  


