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Double-saloon tram No.159 descends the grade to the Beach terminus of the Kapiti Coast Electric Tramway. 

This section of track will shortly re-open now that the permanent power supply, with sufficient power to run 

trams “over the hill” has been rebuilt.  This follows the severe damage caused by a lightning strike on 18th 

January 2016.  The motorman is Robert Hatten; the date 22nd July 2006.  Photo: Keith McGavin

       Photo: Keith McGavin 
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NEW RANGER’S STATION AND MULTIPURPOSE BUILDING BEING BUILT AT QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK 

 
Above: This photograph of a hoarding adjacent to the work site shows the future appearance of the Regional 
Council’s new building.  It is located where the previous Ranger’s office was which is just along, and on the 
other side of the road from, the tramway kiosk and platform.      Photo: Keith McGavin, 9th November 2016 

 
Above: Construction underway. This photograph by Mike Flinn, 21

st
 November 2016  
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Members, please note: 
Your membership subscription renewal form for 2017 is being despatched with this issue of Tramlines.  All 
annual subscriptions are due for renewal on 1st January. 
We would greatly appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, especially since due to the lightning 
strike we have had virtually no income over the past 12 months – and if you can add a donation this will 
help even more. 
Tramlines - We also draw your attention to the new option included on the renewal form of receiving, in 
addition to the emailed copy, a glossy magazine-style full colour copy posted to you. With the inclusion now 
of historical articles and photographs (following the cessation of Tramway Topics) this is an opportunity to 
keep a library of ‘Tramlines’ for interest and reference. More details page 5. 

mailto:missmawilson2@gmail.com
mailto:keith.mcgavin@paradise.net.nz
http://www.wellingtontrams.org.nz/
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:porter.s@paradise.net.nz
mailto:henry.brittain@outlook.co.nz


TRAMLINES No.2016/7 4  DECEMBER 2016 

 

From Steve Porter’s workbench 
(Steve Porter was elected President at the AGM on 5th November – see page 6) 

With the AGM over familiar faces are still around 
the Board room table albeit with some of us in 
different roles. Members can have confidence 
that steady hands are at the controller. On behalf 
of members I thank those who have stood for 
duty on the Board.  

The Tramway is just coming out of a very difficult 
year with virtually no income because of the 
lightning strike. The Society has survived the 
period of very low or no income because previous 
Boards had built up good “rainy day” reserves. 
These are expended but we are still in business. 
The period of financial restraint must continue for 
a while yet. I ask members in the short term to 
concentrate their requests for expenditure on 
items that are for priority works.  

Put simply my hope is that 2016-17 will be a 
better year for our Society. 

So what do I think we have to do to make it a 
better year and what else do I think we have to 
do? 

A better year will come from having well crewed 
operating trams powered by our new and 
improved power supply. This should ensure that 
passengers enjoy their visit so much that they not 
only return but encourage others to join us for the 
experience.  If we can get some of our visitors to 
join us in operations, or in the workshop, that will 
be even better.  

To this end I want to see some planning and 
policies put in place to secure the future of the 
tramway. 

There were two initiatives started in the last term 
which I believe must be completed. The first is 
intended to address the issue that from time to 
time situations have occurred where two or more 
members get out of joint with each other over 
some minor matter. We need to treat each other 
and the work each does with respect.  

The second initiative is intended to address the 
need for fairness and objectivity in our training 
and certification processes. A subcommittee of 
the Board has done some initial work on the 
documentation for driver training and assessment 
and I hope to push this along so that when this is 
put in place further areas of operations crew 
training and assessment can be addressed. I 
believe that members who have been properly 

trained and assessed will perform better as they 
will understand better what their role is. 

There are many other roles carried out by 
members for the Tramway.  It is the practice for 
those appointments to be reviewed at the 
commencement of the Board’s term. If you have 
been performing one of those roles and wish to 
continue or know someone you think would be 
good in a role please let one of the Board 
members know. Equally if you would like to help 
in the administration of the Tramway in some 
way or in a specific role please also advise that 
desire. Another matter that needs to be 
addressed is that of attracting and retaining 
members both for operating trams and for 
maintaining and restoring them. Tram crews can 
help with this as time and duties may allow. 

With the restoration of tram 260 all but complete 
we have some great insights which will help us 
streamline the process for the next (207?) and 
subsequent restorations. I am seeking one or 
more volunteers to take the conservation plan 
which been written by Alan Smith and add to it so 
it becomes a Restoration Plan for 207 and to then 
make it work. My gut feeling, having seen the 
vast range of skills within our group, is that we 
should be able with appropriate planning and 
goal achievement to rebuild/restore a tram in 
three to five years. Planning would include 
resourcing the restoration. We now have 
sufficient experience to know what we can and 
can’t do and what things cost.  

A new President should provide a vision 
statement so for what it is worth..... I would like 
to see on the Operations side well-presented 
trams operated safely by well-trained crews 
generating good income and on the M & E side 
restoration and maintenance programs activities 
carried out safely to a coordinated plan. 

Thank you for “choosing” my fellow Board 
members and me to manage our Society. I hope 
you feel the Tramway is heading in the direction 
that you want. Let me or other Board members 
know if you have any concerns or comments. 

Please continue to have safe fun at The 
Wellington Tramway Museum. 

Steve Porter 
President 
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Advertisement***************************************************************** 

 “WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS 1965 – 2015” 

by Keith McGavin 

 
 

The fascinating history of our 

Museum, captured in 48 pages, 

including 94 colour photographs, 

7 tables and a map. 

A4 size format. 
 

Pricing: (postage & packing included): 

New Zealand  $19.00 

Australia  NZ$25.00 

UK/USA  NZ$30.00 

Up to two additional copies NZ$15.00 each 

Take this chance to add account of the trials, tribulations 

and ultimate successes of the Museum to your bookcase. 

*************************************************************************** 

To order and pay: 
Internet Banking:   

Name, and reference “50 years” and pay to WTM Account 06 0501 0075414 00 
(International SWIFT Code ANZBNZ22, BSB No. 060501) 

Plus, please email to: , the postal address to which the book is to be sent. or treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
 

By cheque: 
by post to Treasurer (details below), and including with the cheque the postal address to which the book is to 
be sent. or 

 

By Visa / Mastercard: 
By posting card details to: Treasurer, Wellington Tramway Museum, P.O. Box 342, Motueka 7143, 
New Zealand;   or 
By emailing card details to: . treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz

In either case along with details of the postal address to which the book is to be sent. or  
-  

Pick up a copy at the Museum kiosk ($15.00). 
 

   

TRAMLINES AS A FULL COLOUR PRINTED MAGAZINE – as little as $5 

All members receive an e-mailed TRAMLINES while those preferring a printed copy are supplied with a black 

& white photocopied edition as part of their annual subscription.    Also available: 

Full colour glossy paper A5 size ‘TRAMLINES’ magazine, folded, stapled and trimmed, for just $7.00 

(including postage in NZ where applicable) or $5.00 on site at the Museum.  

(There is also an annual $35 option for members for 2017 issues when paying their annual subscription.) 

If you would like a copy of this issue as a full colour magazine please enquire to Keith McGavin at the 

Tramway Museum or by email to  info@wellingtontrams.org.nz  -  or phone Keith, 04 934 3418 

 

mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:treasurer@wellingtontrams.org.nz
mailto:info@wellingtontrams.org.nz
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 5th 

November 2016 
 

This was held on November 5th 2016 in the 
Fiducia Centre; 22 members were in 
attendance.  Before the meeting 
commenced an afternoon tea was held in 
honour of Gus Weir. (See “Our People”.) 

The election results for Officers and Board 
Members for the incoming year were as 
follows: 

The 2016-2017 Board: 
President:  Steve Porter 
Vice President, Maintenance & Engineering:  

       Allan Neilson 
Vice President, Marketing & Operations: 

       Russell Jenkins 
Secretary:  Henry Brittain 
Treasurer: Michael Boyton 

Board Members: Colin Dash, Trevor Burling & 
Marlene Wilson 

 

Secretaries for the M & E and M & O Committees 
have yet to be appointed. 

Auditor: as our appointed Auditor has retired, we 
have approached a new firm, NMA Nelson 
Malborough Audit Ltd and they have agreed to be 
the Museum’s Auditor. This appointment was 
confirmed. 

Patrons: An approach has been made to the 
Mayors of Wellington and Kapiti offering them 
joint Patronage of the Museum as allowed in our 
Constitution.  

Honorary Solicitor : Robin Buxton will continue to 
act as Legal Adviser. 

Items of Interest from the AGM. 

The curtailment of Tram services since January and 
the consequent loss of income plus the 
reinstatement of damaged equipment was of 
special interest. It was pleasing to note that the 
Museum had managed to financially survive this 
major event and members present expressed their 
gratitude to those involved in the Museum’s 
governance during this time. 

Traverser: Alan Smith advised that after making 
approaches to Heritage and other interested 
parties, he was unable to engender any interest in 
the availability of the Traverser. 
It was agreed that the incoming Board address its 
future and potential de-accessioning. 

2016 COTMA CONFERENCE: 

CHRISTCHURCH  

13th to 17th October 2016 
The 2016 Conference was hosted jointly by 
the Tramway Historical Society and the 
Christchurch Tramway Ltd with sessions held 
in the City and Ferrymead.  WTM was 
represented by Steve Porter, Barry 
Ollerenshaw, Alan Smith and Henry Brittain. 

It was an enjoyable conference comprised of 
presentations by a variety of speakers and 
trams rides in both the City and Ferrymead 
plus a launch trip around Lyttelton Harbour. 

The highlight of the weekend was the AGM 
held at the Christchurch Gondola restaurant 
where our Museum received two awards. 
Tram 260 was awarded the Tramway 
Restoration Award and member Gus Weir, 
was awarded a Merit Award for his 
contribution as a long serving volunteer. 

OUR PEOPLE  
 

Gus Weir 
Firstly our apologies. Gus Weir is only 85 – not 
86 as reported last issue! 
 
At the recent COTMA Conference held in 
Christchurch (see above) Gus Weir was a 
granted a Special Recognition Award and 
certificate in recognition of his contribution as a 
long serving volunteer. 

 
Above: Gus Weir’s COTMA recognition award 
certificate.  Photo: Keith McGavin 
 

Gus Weir and his wife Win attended the AGM 
and the opportunity was taken to present him 
with the well-deserved certificate. 
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Our People (Gus Weir) cont. 

 
Outgoing President Russell Jenkins (left) presents 
Gus Weir with the COTMA Special Recognition 
Award at the AGM on 5th November. 

Photo: Allan Neilson 

 
Gus’s wife Win has often assisted with work in the 
kiosk and at special events.  Russell is presenting 
her with some flowers on behalf of the Museum. 

Photo: Allan Neilson  
(A video of Gus receiving his award is available.  
Supply a memory stick or CD to Marlene Wilson 
and Marlene will transfer it for you.) 

 
On the Sick List 
Barry Ollerenshaw suffered a damaged shoulder 
in a recent fall. Although Barry is on the road to 
recovery he is confined to light duties at 
present. 
Grahame Kitchen has been unwell recently. We 
wish him a speedy recovery. 

 
Moving About 
Bob and Jan Stott are about to leave the area 
for Hamilton. The Museum wishes them well for 
the future. 

 

Earthquake Commiserations 
The Museum sends its sympathy to member 
Graham Stewart and his wife Anne who were 
badly affected by the earthquake that hit the 
middle part of New Zealand in the early hours of 
14 November. 
Graham lost many of his valuable possessions, 
accumulated over a lifetime when his apartment 
building, newly built on reclaimed land, was 
badly hit. Possessions were thrown about in 
every room but thankfully both Graham and his 
wife survived unharmed. 
Our thoughts are with Graham and Anne. 

 
Above: Graham Stewart’s diorama of Wellington 
trams, thrown around and damaged in the 
earthquake. (Photo supplied by Graham Stewart) 

COMING EVENTS   

Christmas Dinner 

A final reminder about the Museum’s Christmas 
Dinner at the Boundary Tap & Kitchen, Raumati 
Beach, on Saturday 10

th
 December.  6pm 

If you intend to come and haven’t already put 
your name on the list in the “Palace” or contacted 
Marlene Wilson please phone Marlene straight 
away……. 
Phone 04 293 6968 or  Mobile 0274 851 888 

 

60th Anniversary of Cessation of Tram 
Services in Auckland 
If you are going to be in Auckland over the 
Christmas break, MOTAT are hosting a special 
event on 29 December to mark the cessation of 
tram operations on 29 December 1956. 
Graham Stewart will be the MC for the day which 
will include the three Auckland cars, 11, 44 and 
248 leaving MOTAT One at 10.30 am. After this 
trams will be running a regular special service for 
the day. 
Wellington Tramway Museum members are 
invited to participate in this event if you are in 
Auckland at this time. 
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HISTORICAL CORNER         by Henry Brittain 

TRAMS AT KARORI PARK 

 
The photo above of a line of trams outside Karori Park was supplied by the family of Norman 
Bertie Burridge who was employed by Wellington City Corporation Tramways from September 
1917 to October 1946 having risen to the rank of Inspector. 

Robert Hatten was able to identify when the photograph was taken from the advertising 
board on the apron of the third tram.  It advertised a film titled “Earthbound” which 
Robert advises opened at the Empress theatre (later to become the Majestic) on 19 
December 1922.  Further research by Robert established that trams did not operate on 
Christmas Day 1922 but the Tramways held a staff picnic at Karori Park on that day.  The 
tram in the front of the photo was normally used for freight duties and the Tramway 
Museum assumes that this was used to carry picnic provisions and the seven trams behind, 
to convey tramway staff attending the picnic. As there was no public service that day the 
trams could park outside the Park without causing any disruption to the normal service so 
the Museum has dated the photo as Christmas Day 1922. 

Photographs of tram 200 actually being used in service are rare and this photo is quite 
unique as it shows the tram at a location that it did not normally visit.  In 1 August 1928 
the two freight trams were renumbered 300 and 301 as passenger trams numbers were 
approaching the 200 total. No.301 survives at MOTAT having been later converted by 
Wellington Tramways to a track grinder. 

Norman Bertie Burridge (known as Bertie) was born on 21 January 1900 and commenced 
with the WCCT on 18 September 1917, aged 17.  He resigned on 30 October 1946 to take 
up employment with his family’s Carrying Company. The photos on the next page show him 
as a very young Conductor and as an Inspector. 

Our thanks to Bertie’s Grandaughter, Beverly Bayly for supplying these photographs. 
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Historical Corner – Trams at Karori Park, cont. 

  
Norman Bertie Burridge as a young conductor. 

 

 
............and as a Wellington Tramways’ inspector. 

Photos courtesy Beverly Bayly 

 

 

FROM THE MARKETING AND OPERATIONS DEPARTMENT Russell Jenkins 

 

Matt Emery and 151 waiting at the temporary terminus.    Photo: Russell Jenkins 
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Marketing and Operations Department, cont.   from Russell Jenkins, Vice President, M&O. 

Seasons Greetings! 

Well by the time you read this, all going well, we should be back in full operation – well, almost!.  Yes, 
over ten months since we last operated to the Beach but a lot has happened in that time. 

No trams operating hasn’t meant nothing to do, and thanks go to everyone who has helped to get the 
trams operational again. 

Our limited operations since Labour Weekend have been popular with services running on Sundays to a 
point just short of the crossing to the model aircraft field. (see photo previous page) 
 
It will be great to have trams running all the way to the Beach once more. Drivers will need to be extra 
vigilant when crossing the cycleway at the top of the hill and observe all of the speed restrictions.  

Despite us only offering a limited tram service 4th December saw a visit from the Northern Districts 
Vintage Truck Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Around 33 guests enjoyed a delicious barbecue meal, a look around the tram barn and workshop plus a 
ride in 151.  Their line-up of trucks was impressive with vehicles of all ages and sizes.  Here is hoping 
that their visit will filter down among other like groups and generate more special visits. 
 
Special charters are an increasingly important source of income for the Museum, so if you know of a 
group who may like to come and visit us, let one of the M&O Committee know and we can arrange 
something for them.  Maybe a morning or afternoon tea and look around is what will interest them, or 
even a barbecue lunch if the price is right. 

 

January is a big month for the museum with trams planned to operate daily (subject to staff being 
available). If you haven’t done so please put you name forward to fill in any gaps. We need a minimum of 
2 people each day and a 3rd person is a bonus. 

The M&O Committee and their responsibilities for this year are not yet finalised but Henry Brittain, 
Marlene Wilson and I will hopefully be joined by a couple more to help spread the load. Denys Peck is busy 
updating the Shop Manual so that we can all learn how to do things correctly in the Kiosk. 

I look forward to reporting in the next edition of Tramlines that we have had a bumper January and that 
our severely depleted finances have been boosted. 

Remember, the operation of the Tramway is dependent on 2 things: 

 Visitors 

 Members volunteering to operate the museum. 
In the meantime have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year. 
 
 

 
Northern Districts Vintage Truck Club Visit 

 

 

 

 
Photos Russell Jenkins, 4th December 2016 
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TRAM 17 RESTORATION – UPDATE 

Information from Trevor Burling 
 

Work continues to progress on the restoration 

of our Combination tram No.17’s body and 

chassis at Gladstone in the Wairarapa.   

 

Saloon and Open Section 

Installation of the longitudinal seats in the 
saloon has now been completed thus 
completing the work that can be done at this 
stage on the saloon.  The seats have been 
made from recycled double-saloon seats (of 
which we had a few in storage) and some parts 
such as the front edges and top rails are newly 
made. 

 
Above: Interior of tram 17’s saloon showing the 
newly completed longitudinal seats. 

Photo courtesy Greg Lang 

 

The saloon and open sections, along with the 

two motorman compartments, will be reunited 

on the chassis when it is ready. 

 

Chassis 

Most work of late has focused on the chassis. All 
the floorboards and transverse fittings have 
been removed and the frame is due for 
sandblasting.  When this is complete it will be 
possible to determine which portions require 
replacement.  The general impression to date 
is that overall the chassis is quite sound with 
only a few specific areas needing major 
attention. 
Fittings too, are receiving attention. For 
example new lifeguards will be made – quite 
different to a double-saloon and similar to (but 
not the same as) those fitted to double-decker 
47 in Auckland. 

 
Above: Tram 17’s chassis with transverse fittings 
removed.      Photo courtesy Greg Lang 
 

Trucks 

The Museum plans to make major progress on 
the provision of new trucks for tram 17 during 
2017.  Nearly all the detailed engineering plans 
have been completed. 
A major fund raising effort will be required, 
supplemented we hope by support from the 
Lotteries Grants Board. 
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AROUND THE SITE AND DOWN THE LINE       

Information from Allan Neilson, Steve Porter, and Keith McGavin  

 

Earthquake Effects 
The Museum suffered some earthquake damage during the Culverden event of 14th November and the 
subsequent aftershocks.  The old refrigerator which is used to store paint fell over and some paint 
spilled.  Shop stock in the kiosk fell off shelves and various other minor items fell over.  In the 
workshop a toppling item fell on a saw horse and narrowly missed damaging tram 159.  There was no 
building damage. 
 
Outside the damage was more severe.  Poles 50 and 55 both saw structural failure.  At 50 the shorter 
of the two elements that make up the span wire let go.  It has been replaced by Parafill.  At 55 the 
diagonal stay wire let go and both it (the stay wire) and the span wire have been replaced by Parafill.  
Thanks to Steve Porter, Allan Neilson and Russell Jenkins who repaired the overhead damage the day it 
occurred. 
 

Electrical 

Restoration of the permanent power supply continues to be the main pre-occupation. Two special 
protection relays have been received and wired in (one for the 11 kv, one for the D.C. breaker. Substation 
wiring alterations have continued and are now complete.  Testing is complete and the write-up for 
certification is being prepared. 

  
Electrical inspection of the substation was 
carried out on Saturday 3rd December and 
certificates are to hand. A few housekeeping 
items were required to be attended to 
including securing the transformer in case of 
earthquake and this was completed on 5th 
December.  The 11Kv power supply should 
be switched on by Saturday 10th and this will 
be followed by testing.   

 

 

Left: 

Allan Neilson in 
the substation 
carrying out 
wiring on the 
11Kv switch. 

2/11/2016 

 

Photo: Keith 
McGavin   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance & Engineering (M&E) Committee: 

Allan Neilson chairs this committee and wishes it to 

be “site inclusive”.  He asks that anyone with an 

interest in serving on the Committee, or who would 

like to find out more about it, to please contact 

him. 
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Down the Line 

 
Above: A full line re-inspection was carried out prior to the recommencement of limited operations at Labour 
Weekend.   Mike Flinn has continued with major landscape tidying down the line.  With the cabbage trees 
prominent in some parts the view takes on an almost sub-tropical appearance.  Photo, Mike Flinn, 2/11/2016  

 
Above: Some rails pulled out from their storage site where they had become overgrown by scrub. Major effort 
is going into pulling out bent tram rails that are well overgrown and have been in there since the 1970’s.  
These have been sold and will provide some much needed funds for the Museum.  

Photo: Keith McGavin, 9/11/2016   
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Down the line, cont. 

 
Above: The area of filled track scraped down to below the top of rail level as reported last issue now has new 
top-soil and grass seed applied.          Photo: Keith McGavin, 9th November 2016  

 

Trams    
Double-saloon 159:  
See photo on left: Bodywork repair, especially 
around the motorman’s cabins, and also exterior 
repainting, is in progress.  

Photo, Keith McGavin, 19th October 2016 

 

Fiducia 260:  
While the main tram service is interrupted we 
are carrying out a mechanical tidy-up 
including fitting adjustments to the 
air-operated folding doors and the lifeguards. 
Windscreen wipers and various other small 
items are being worked on and minor 
electrical work is yet to be done.  
The interior is in the process of being properly 
cleaned.   
 
Double-saloon 151 and Fiducia 239:  
These were readied for the recommencement 
of limited passenger operations. 
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BOOK REVIEW  
Well known Transport Historian Graham Stewart, 
has kindly reviewed David Annan’s recent 
publication about Women Tram Conductors in 
Auckland  
For those wishing to purchase a copy, the author 
can be contacted by email at 
david.annan.burnley@gmail.com or by phone at 
09 488 7228.  

The Women Tram Conductors of 

Auckland  

by David Annan (self-published)   180 pages, 
illustrated, limp-bound. 

David Annan is to be congratulated on the many 
hours of research and interviews he undertook in 
telling the story of the women who served on the 
Auckland trams during the Second World War. 

They stepped into a then man’s exclusive domain 
with both management and the Union at odds as 
to whether they would be capable of handling 
such a physical job. The Union held out for equal 
pay which was granted making the conductresses 
the envy of other female workers ‘manpowered’ 
to work in essential industries during the war. It 
was a victory for the Union but on the flipside of 
the coin, the Union saw the women as temporary 
employees and were to leave once the war ended.  

David relates the newspaper headlines and 
‘Letters to the Editor’ over the design of their 
uniforms which caused much public discussion. 
Mary Dreaver, a Board member of the   Auckland 
Transport Board, wanted the ‘girls’ to wear slacks. 
The slacks verses skirts uniform ended in a petition 
signed by 58 women conductors from both Epsom 
and Gaunt Street Depots, with 46 women backing 
the skirt uniform.  

Mary Dreaver was the Labour Member of 
Parliament for Waitemata from 1946 to 1950; one 
of her five children, Alex Dreaver, was a tramway 
motorman, who was elected an Auckland City 
Councillor in the early 1950s. I photographed him 
on a number of occasions and was the motorman 
who drove the last tram on the Green Lane 
Hospital service.  Only Wellington issued slacks to 
their women conductors.  

The first group of 20 Auckland women conductors 
started service in June 1942 and one served until 
the trams were withdrawn in December 1956. 

 
David mentions other New Zealand tramway 
systems that employed women conductors in his 
story; New Plymouth was the only provincial city 
to employ women on the trams, the first group 
starting on 31 May 1943. 

In interviews with women conductors the author 
has captured the Auckland suburban life of those 
wartime years, a woman conductor handling the 
5.55pm ‘drunks special’ to Pt Chevalier is one of 
many fun stories.  

The battles between the Union and the Board as 
servicemen returned from overseas and newly 
recruited women being denied Union membership 
in the post-war years.  Work condition 
improvements, paid meal breaks, women gaining 
retrenchment rights equal to men, are all covered 
including some interesting stories on toilet 
facilities for women at terminus’s, together with 
the Reunions in post-tram days at MOTAT.  

The index section includes the names of all the 
women who served on the trams from June 1942 
to December 1956.   

 Nellie Macown was New Zealand’s first woman 
conductor; interesting, I knew the lady but was 
unaware of her tramway fame – her husband 
worked for my father at Kodak. Thanks David for 
your interesting book which adds another 
perspective to the story of New Zealand trams.  
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BACK PAGE PHOTOS: FORTY YEARS AGO AT QUEEN ELIZABETH PARK -1976 
Those were busy days at the Wellington Tramway Museum. 
These two photos by Mike Flinn capture a couple of the activities going on. 

 
Above: Three Fiducia’s “on test”.  Just like today brakes and other safety features were regularly tested.  
The trams are, from left, 260, 238 and 239. At this point Double-saloon tram 151 would also have normally 
been available for use but for a considerable period in the mid 1980’s when 151’s roof was being replaced, 
only Fiducia types were available for service.  Tram 159 entered service for the first time at KCET in 1990. 
 
Below: In 1976 the old Daimler tower wagon was still in use.  Here it is providing access to the barn roof 
gable so members could install the cladding.  

 
“Tramlines” is the bi-monthly newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc.  

Its aim is to keep members in touch with practical notices and the details of current developments and will 

also include articles on matters of historic tramway interest, especially Wellington.  

Please also see our website and Facebook page which are our instantly-updated Museum fact resource and 

notice to the wider world. Contributions and notes welcomed.   Contact details are on page 3. 


