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TRAMLINES   
NEWSLETTER OF THE WELLINGTON TRAMWAY MUSEUM INC.

Contact Details: SEPTEMBER 2006
President:  

Henry Brittain tel. 04-476-7278

  e-mail: henry.brittain@xtra.co.nz

Secretary:  Postal Address:

Graeme Moffatt        tel.           04-905-6321 P.O. Box 2612

  e-mail gmoffatt@paradise.net.nz Wellington, N.Z.

Museum: Museum Site:

tel. 04-292-8361 (opening hours only) Queen Elizabeth Park

  e-mail:  info@wellingtontrams.org.nz MacKay’s Crossing

  website:  www.wellingtontrams.org.nz Paekakariki, N.Z.

FUTURE EVENTS

NOVEMBER 4th & 5th  
TRAMWAY EXPO

A great opportunity for all members to be involved in promoting the KCET and in 
adding to the attractions of the wider Kapiti event. Please read the note from Bob 
Stott on p.2 of this issue of Tramlines to see how you can contribute.

OCTOBER 28th  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

A preliminary notice of this important event in the Museum calendar. The AGM 
will be held at Turnbull House, Bowen St. Wellington on this Saturday evening 
Formal notice will be sent shortly. Supper and films to follow the AGM business.

NOVEMBER 17th – 26th

The COTMA CONFERENCE in Melbourne
The main Conference of the Council of Tramway Museums of Australasia Inc will 
take place in Downtown Melbourne (Venue: The Batman’s Hill on Collins hotel on 
the corner of Collins & Spencer Sts.) from Friday evening 17th to Tuesday 
evening 21st. This will be followed over the rest of that week by tram tours of 
Melbourne and Bendigo, plus the Bylands and Portland museum lines. Check the 
COTMA site at www.cotma.org.au and remember – we are celebrating 100 years 
of electric trams in Melbourne, today one of the great tramway systems of the 
world and all just 3 hours flying time from Wellington.

DECEMBER 30th – JANUARY 2nd
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ANYTHING VINTAGE FESTIVAL
With the Vintage Machinery Club, Omnibus Society, Kapiti Aviation Museum; and 
Tranz Metro have indicated that they will schedule the old red EE units on the 
Parapaparumu line, with the Omnibus Society providing vintage bus connection 
to KCET. Check the website for more information as details evolve.    

The TRAMWAY EXPO – 4th & 5th November 2006

Our Museum is staging a special event as part of the Kapiti Coast Classic Festival 2006. 
Our participation in this festival gives us an excellent opportunity to consolidate our 
position as one of the attractions on the Kapiti Coast, which is fast becoming the region’s 
most important tourism and leisure area with attractions which include the Southward 
Museum, the Lindale Tourist Centre, the railway museums at Paekakariki and of course 
our tramway.

We have formed a special committee of mostly Kapiti Coast members and led by Denys 
Peck to plan for this event which will be promoted as Tramway Expo. 

Planning so far calls for at least two trams operating extended hours (9am to 5pm), and in 
the tram barn a mild re-vamp of existing exhibits, plus a model trolley bus layout, a model 
railway display, a collection of memorabilia, a sausage sizzle and tea and coffee as well as 
a counter selling calendars etc. Our shop will of course be manned throughout each day 
and the public address system will be used to advantage, and we will also be running 
conducted tours through our workshop. We aim to fit in with the 1950s theme of the 
festival – our trams are of course, very much of that era. After each of the two days a 
Happy Hour will be held for members who have taken part in the event.

At this stage we know  we will need 10 or 12 more people in addition to the rostered crew, 
to give us a second crew, a relief crew during lunch, a fully-manned shop, and the barn 
operation. We want all members taking part to wear name tags and if at all possible either 
tramway uniform or our new museum polo shirts. See Denys Peck to buy these shirts at a 
subsidised price.
By participating in this event we get all the advantages of working with other attractions 
on a regional basis, such as free publicity prior to the festival. It is important that we make 
a success of this event and so become better known as one of the Kapiti Coast’s 
attractions.

- Bob Stott

….So you want to check progress on Wanganui’s new Tramway: well combine it with:
Wanganui Model Railway and Engineer Society
Model Railway Show
March 24th and 25th 2007
Venue: Wanganui Function Centre, Purnell Street, Wanganui
Contact Person: Neil Beissel
PO Box 7007 Wanganui
Email: neldun@infogen.net.nz
Expression of interest re Exhibit or Trade close with Organising Committee : By 1st November 
2006.
A Lot of Interest for this Unique and Large Venue already from Train Enthusiasts.
Large area Outside for Live steamers too.

………………………….
REPORT BACK FROM THE LAST SOCIAL MEETING

A cold mid-winter Saturday night (July 1st) saw around 30 members and friends gather at the 
Barn for an enjoyable get-together, meal and screening of that classic Ealing Comedies film The 
Titfield Thunderbolt. The specific venue was of course Fiducia 239 – those comfortable 
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upholstered seats! The photos show it all – including a revival  of what used to be the standard 
convention in cinemas in the days when 239 roamed the streets of Wellington, standing up for 
“God Save The Queen” at the start of the programme. The still  clear night made the inevitable 
late-night return trips along the line to the Beach even more enjoyable than usual. Thanks to 
Graeme Moffat for the screening technologies, and to Allan Neilson for these photos on p3, which 
are self-explanatory!.    
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THE TRAMWAY DIARY
DATES EVENT COMMENT

September to 
December

Motorman training underway Eight members are learning to drive our trams – a terrific 
response to our call for new trainees. 

See separate details

Sat. 23rd Sept. Clean-up day This month - Tram 239

Sat. 14th or 28th 
Oct*

Required motorman refresher 
training.

For motormen who missed or did not complete the course 
last year, only.

See separate details

Note – no monthly clean-up 
day planned for Oct. due to 
other events.

Sat 28th Oct. Annual General Meeting At Turnbull House, Wellington, 8pm

Sat. 4th Nov
Sun 5th Nov.

Tramway Expo. weekend Open days at the tramway.  Recruitment of new 
members – members’ happy hour.

See separate details

Fri. 17th Nov. to  
Thurs 23rd   Nov.

Melbourne conference 
(COTMA)

Talk to Henry Brittain immediately if you are interested.

Sat 25th Nov. Clean-up day Details to be advised.
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Sat. 2nd Dec Tramway Christmas Dinner Mungavin Blues, Porirua

Sat 30th Dec
Sun 31st Dec
Mon 1st Jan
Tue 2nd Jan

Anything Vintage Festival A festival of vintage items at and around the Museum.

See separate details.

February 2007 
(date to be 
advised)

Resuscitation course A requirement for all supervisors and power operators 
who have not attended a first aid course, plus any 
motormen and other members who wish to take part.

Please book with Barry Ollerenshaw, Ph 388-8197 
(numbers limited to 14) 

PROGRESS NOTES from the KAPITI COAST ELECTRIC TRAMWAY:

Tram 260
Work on our major project – the restoration of Fiducia tram 260 – has continued over the winter 
months.  New timber roof fittings (such as new saddles to support the catwalk and the pole 
hooks) have been cut out and numerous metal  roof components have been restored and 
repainted ready for refitting.  The aluminium mouldings that secure the butynol roof perimeter 
above the motorman’s cabins and along the sides have mostly now been cleaned down, 
reshaped and temporarily refitted pending the final  fit.

New vent cowlings for fitting above the motorman’s windows have been made and adjusted for 
fitting, and components on the number boxes have also been made ready for fitting.  The 
galvanised seat bases have been primed.  New wooden triangular floor sections have been made 
where the folding doors cover the slat areas on the motorman’s platforms and new support 
brackets have been made for the platforms’ pipework.  These are mainly small advances being 
made but cumulatively good progress is being made on the overall  restoration of this tram.

Refurbishment of the first of two bogies for this tram (ex tram 235) is making steady progress.

Tram 151
Various pillar and cladding repairs have been made and filling and sanding of the exterior is now 
well advanced.  The windows are completed.  All of the roof and most of the interior body has 
previously been restored.  The sliding door on ‘A’ end centre compartment (missing for sometime) 
has been reinstated and the ‘B’ end one removed for restoration. The lower portion of the interior 
centre compartment, including the seat bases, has been substantially restored and repainted.   

Overhead
Four new wooden poles have been purchased and are on site, along with one already on hand, 
for routine replacements.  To provide an idea of maintenance work being done on the overhead 
here is a synopsis of some recent work.  The work is mainly done on Wednesdays when the 
trams are not operating:
 Cantilever bracket installed on new pole 4 and running wire transferred to this pole while old 

poles 4 and 4a have been disconnected and are awaiting removal;
 The backstay has been removed from temporary pole 13 (across the road at Collett’s 

Corner).  Pole 13 also to be removed.
 Pole 6 bracket painted; pole 8 bracket re-aligned
 Preparation for new poles 29 and 42
 Three steel  poles down the line repainted
 New cantilever brackets on poles 39 and 42 – running wire transferred.
 Replacement bracket being installed on pole 47.

Electrical
A keyswitch for the substation circuit breaker, along with appropriate neon power indicator lights, 
has been installed.
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Track:
The eighty wood sleepers mentioned in the last issue have now been brought to our site and an 
additional  fifty have also been purchased.   These are all  for use as routine replacements.

Shop
A shelf for the visitors’ book and a curtain to partition off the basin and storage area has further 
improved the shop, ready for the busy season.

Other Projects
Several  other projects are “on the go” or being planned.  These include:
 A second “parts” container to go next to the one in the rear storage area holding the patterns;
 Display improvements - Shifting the Brisbane (King Kong) tram 133 further back into the Barn 

Road 4 and placing the cable car back on display in front of it.   Installation of a display on 
Road 3, and a set of steps for the Brisbane tram, to enable easier entry to that tram.

 Bringing trams 235 and 17 into the barn from the rear storage building.
 Installation of a mezzanine area behind the Brisbane tram on road four of the barn.  This will 

be used to store archive and library material.
 Construction of an iron roof over the fire-pump container
 The boundary fence on the west side of our property has been renewed
 Tram 250’s bogies are being readied for use under other bodies when the shift of vehicles 

between the storage building and the main barn is undertaken over summer.

Maintenance
“Clean-ups” on the fourth Saturday of each month, have continued the subjects of focus are:
July - Tram 239 and the Cable Car; August -Tram 159
These days are a great opportunity for members who are, perhaps, not in a position to participate 
more regularly to come along for whatever time they have available, make a real contribution, and 
discuss “trams” with other like-minded people.  Most enjoyable – even if the August day was one 
of the wettest possible. 

Urgent repairs had to be made to the sub-station roof after water entered the building via the 
ridge flashing during a downpour in June.

Motorman Training  (Keith McGavin, Vice-President, Marketing & Operations)

Don’t be surprised if more than one tram is often out on the line over the next few months.  On 9th 
September Barry Ollerenshaw took five trainees for their initial driver training day so that at 
present eight members are busy training.  They are Doug Rolston and Barrie Marsh of Wanganui, 
Harvey Paterson, Robert Hatten, and Neil  McDonald from Kapiti, Lawrence Bailey from Upper 
Hutt, Anthony Cross of Miramar and Andrew James of Johnsonville.  

It will  be terrific to welcome all these people into the ranks of trained motormen – we wish them 
the best of luck in their training over the next few months.

MOTORMAN REFRESHER COURSE

A number of motormen did not take part in, or complete, either the theory or practical portions, or 
both, of their 2005 refresher training.  It is a requirement of the Kapiti Coast Electric  Tramway’s 
safety regime, as approved by Land Transport NZ, that all motormen are re-certified each two 
years.  

Re-certification for those who have not yet been re-certified is available on either Saturday 14th 
October or Saturday 28th October.  It is essential to advise Barry Ollerenshaw that you will be 
there, or, if neither of these dates are possible, to make alternative arrangements with Barry.  
Barry’s phone Number is 388-8197.
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Compliance requirements mean that any person not re-certified by 28th October, or who has not 
made firm alternative arrangements, will not be permitted to drive trams on our tramway. 
 

From the Shop: Denys Peck Reports

2007 Calendar
The 2007 calendar featuring “our” tram 151 departing the Lyall  Bay terminus around what looks 
like a high-speed superelevated curve - but which is in fact the decaying track of the line’s last 
few months of use in 1960 - is now available in the kiosk for sale to the public for $5.00.
Tramway Museum members’ price is $4.50.
Tram crews are requested to promote the calendar to the public so that they are “Sold Out” by the 
end of December thereby maximizing our profits from this publication.
As they say, “When they are gone – they are gone!”.

Pricing
Tram crews are requested not to change the pricing of our shop stock.  If you feel that an item is 
not priced “correctly” then please discuss it with a member of the shop committee.
Likewise, if you have a suggestion on the shop display / layout or regarding a product we should 
be selling, then again please discuss it with the Shop Committee – we do appreciate suggestions 
and feedback from members.

Wednesdays continue as a regular “work day” at the Museum when we can work on a variety of 
tasks while the overhead power is off and there are not the other priorities of the weekend traffic 
operations. Please do consider joining in if you’d like to join in. Recent work on Wednesdays has 
included impressive overhead upgrades and continuing painting-related tasks on 260 and 151, 
and on Fiducia bogies.

…………………

PERSONAL NOTES:

It’s sad to report that long-term member Charlie (Horse) Gibson is not in good health, and is 
confined to his home in Wanganui. Charlie has looked after our track for many decades now and 
has served the Goldfields Railway at Waihi in a similar capacity. Check with Henry if you’d like to 
call  on Charlie when you pass through Wanganui.

Members will  be very sorry to hear that Barry Ollerenshaw’s mother passed away on 18th 
September after quite a lengthy illness.   The Museum’s sympathy is extended to Barry and to the 
rest of the family.

…………………

RUNNING NUMBERS

Our traffic statistics are still being gathered, but for this issue we’re giving them a bit of a rest. It’s 
what the numbers tell us which is the most fascinating part of the analysis. Here’s how our friends 
at Crich (the Tramway Museum Society, UK) interpreted some of their data, in the April 2006 
issue of their TMS Journal:

Tram mileages for 2005 were 10% higher than 2004 – 22 electric trams from the museum’s fleet 
were in use during the year, with mileages between a virtually-static 6 and an impressive 1647 
miles logged by Blackpool Tram 40. Excluding specials, the average days in passenger operation 
for each of these 22 cars was 36. 2005 saw 941 car/days compared with 883 in 2004 – the 
“product” of which was 199,565 passengers in 2005 compared with 185,234 in 2004.  To make all 
this happen, 166 members carried out platform duties (motorman, conductor, despatcher) in 
2005, averaging 16 duties each.    

--------------------------------------------------
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Trolleybuses:  The long-awaited opening of Ferrymead’s “system” is now planned for Sunday 5th 
November 2006. Yes, the same day as our “Tramway Expo”, but all the best to our THS 
colleagues for this achievement.

We in Wellington can of course ride trolleybuses any weekday but, believe it or not, the future of 
the Stagecoach-operated system is still  not really settled – LTNZ are still  registering some 
objections to the fiscal details of the fleet renewal.  What was all that hype about environmental 
sustainability?............   

BEYOND THE PARK GATES

Work on the massive Mackays Crossing overbridge to replace the notorious SH1 / NIMT level 
crossing right at our entrance to Queen Elizabeth Park is proceeding at an impressive pace. It will  
certainly transform the whole approach to our site in a major way.

Our Auckland colleagues at the Western Springs Tramway are moving ahead fast with the new 
tracks extension towards Motions Road, with the Prime Minister no less (who is also the local 
MP) formally starting the project works. This extension will  feature the 4 sets of ex-Wellington 
points we have made available from our stocks. And work has resumed on Wellington Double-
Decker 47 which has been shifted into the workshop space formerly occupied by Auckland 44 
whose restoration is nearing completion.

The value of Recording – an item from Henry Brittain

During the mid 1950's, the late Keith Robinson worked for the National  Bank in Wellington. He 
was interested in both trams and railway systems and used to write to the late Alan Bellamy 
updating him of what was happening in Wellington. Two of his letters have been forwarded to me 
from Alan’s estate and they are reproduced below. Note the appearance of trams which are now 
preserved either here at KCET  or at MoTaT.

The first is dated 21 February 1957 and outlines notings from 22 October 1956 onwards.

"The following trams have been painted, 256, 242, 252 (Oct), 210, 233, 249, 250, 236 (Nov), 234, 
255, 188, 221 (1957). The following have received painted "new ends",
135, 239, (Oct) 223, 209, 227 (Nov) 238 a complete side in December. 237 has had both ends 
painted and an older style of fleet number used. 234 has been missing since about 20 September 
1956, returning to service on 17 February 1957.  It seems that during this time she was a spare 
job at Kilbirnie. She had been involved in an accident and took all of that time to repair. 203 
appeared with a new end on 7 December but has not been seen since 15 December 1956.  249 
and 250 have also been involved in accidents and are out of service.

I note that 11 Wellington trams are to be written off but at this stage do not know which ones they 
are. I think they could be 107, 108, 109, 113, 114, 116, 125, 128, 130 and 209 but could include 
201.  Last noting of 106 was 22 January 1956, 107 March 1956, 108 in 1955, 109 in 1955, 110  
20 Jan 1957, 111  28 January 1957, 112 22 Nov 1956, 113 May 1956, 114 not seen during period, 
115 30 Nov 1956,116 March 1957, 117 21 Feb 1957, 118 15 Jan 1957, 119 20 Nov 1956, 120 
October 1956, 124 Oct 1956, 125 October 1956, 128 June 1956, 130 Oct 1956, 178 22 Nov 
1956, 202 30 Nov 1956, 209 15 Dec 1956, 226 21 Dec 1956, 248 22 Dec 1956.  All  others have 
been seen in service.

The Brooklyn and Aro street routes have been given a reprieve owing to the Suez Canal trouble 
and are now due to close at the end of April 1957.” 

(letter continues 22 February 1957)
“After writing about tram 209, she emerged repainted today so is not scheduled for writing off 
after all.
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Starting from 1 November 1956, I started a daily noting system for trams and it makes interesting 
analysis. I work in a graph book and a blue stroke means noted and a red stroke means noted on 
the number 11 route. The regular 11's can be seen bunched together, by the red strokes mostly 
between numbers 155 and 177, but some red strokes include numbers outside of this range. The 
following cars worked the Newtown/Thorndon route since November 1.  119 on 20 November, 
131 on 1 November, 144 on 3 December, 106 on 9 December, 131 on 24 January, 138 on 25 
January, 150 and 151 on 23 January and 151 on 22 February. However many of the 178 to 260 
trams have had occassional turns but it is not often we see a tram between 106 to 154 working 
on a regular run and route 11 seems to get more than any other route.

Red trolley buses now include 2, 3, 4, 12, 20 and 37. They are all orange-red and not all that 
attractive even with the route number now alongside the front and side destination. 
The highest numbered trolley bus I have seen is number 48”

A second letter written in August 1957 will  be published in a later edition.

Tramlines
An occasional newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc. Its aim is to keep members in touch with 
practical notices and the details of current developments – it is deliberately kept modest in style and does not aim at all to 
compete with Tramway Topics, our official journal of record.   Contributions and notes always welcomed. Compiled by 
Alan Smith Alanesmith@xtra.co.nz.      12/6/06

Tramlines September 2006


