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TRAMLINES   
NEWSLETTER OF THE WELLINGT ON TRAMWAY MUSEUM INC.

Contact Details: NOVEMBER 2006
President:   

Henry Brittain tel. 04-476-7278

  e-mail: henry.brittain@xtra.co.nz

Secretary:  Postal Address :

Graeme Moffatt        tel.           04-905-6321 P.O. Box 2612

  e-mail gmoffatt@paradise.net.nz Wellington, N.Z.

Museum:  Museum Site:

tel. 04-292-8361 (opening hours only) Queen Elizabeth Park

  e-mail:  info@wellingtontrams.org.nz MacKay’s Crossing

  website:  www.wellingtontrams.org.nz Paekakariki, N.Z.

THE TRAMWAY DIARY
DATES EVENT COMMENT

Sat 25th Nov. Clean-up day This month a focus on the top priority - tram 151’s repaint. 
– plus other jobs available
Gather from 9.30.  Come for the full or part day.

Sat. 2nd Dec Tramway Christmas Dinner Mungavin Blues, Porirua Ð see next page for details.
r.s.v.p. by Monday 27 th November

Sat 30th Dec
Sun 31st Dec
Mon 1st Jan
Tue 2nd Jan

Anything V intage Festival A festival of vintage items at and around the Museum.

See more details on page 8.

February 2007 
(date to be 
advised)

Resuscitation course A requirement for all supervisors and power operators 
who have not attended a first aid course, plus any 
motormen and other members who wish to take part.

Please book with Barry Ollerenshaw, Ph 388-8197 
(numbers limited to 14) 

SUMMER 2006-7
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Andrew Surgenor is compiling the rosters for our annual peak period 
– please consider how you can take part. The roster framework is the 
final page of this issue of Tramlines. For any enquiries or further 
information, please contact Andrew at andrew201@hotmail.com
or at 66 Taylor Terrace, Tawa.

Christmas Dinner - Saturday December 2nd

Keith McGavin reports that for our Christmas Dinner this year we will return to the 
popular Mungavin Blues  restaurant – just off the motorway in Mungavin Avenue, 
Porirua.

The date is Saturday December 2 nd and the time is 7.00pm for a drink with 
dinner at 7.30

A festive three course menu has been arranged for the all up sum of $41.50 
per head (payable on the night)

Here is the menu Ð the restaurant is also adding a vegetarian option
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Mouthwatering!    But it is essential to book.
Please phone Keith or Delia McGavin,  934-3418

Or e-mail:   keith.mcgavin@paradise.net.nz
by Monday 27 th November Ð numbers are limited, first in first served!

Christmas Dinner - Saturday December 2nd

A LOOK BACK AT THEÉÉÉÉÉ

NOVEMBER 4th & 5th  
TRAMWAY EXPO

Denys Peck reports:

The Tramway Expo held during the weekend of the 4th and 5th of November as part of the Kapiti 
Coast Classic  Festival was a great success as far our tramway museum was concerned both 
from the revenue received and the public  support.  On both days there was a steady stream of 
visitors to the museum which kept our tram crews busy running both 159 and 239; then of 
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course there were the activities being run by our members and partners in the tram barn which 
included a sausage sizzle plus tea/coffee/pikelet sales to the public, a model  railway display 
thanks to Trevor Bettany, and a really good memorabilia display thanks to Neil McDonald. All 
these proved very popular with the public  as well as our normal museum displays. A very pleasing 
aspect of the weekend was the active participation by our new members and how much all the 
members enjoyed themselves as they interacted  with the public.   How neat they all  looked in 
their "uniforms".   Also the end of the day "Happy Hour" on both days was well  supported and 
enjoyed by our "weary" teams.

In particular the Tramway Expo organising committee would like to thank all those members and 
their partners who turned up during the weekend [a lot on both days] and assisted either on the 
tram crews and/or the barn activities.  It is because of their collective efforts that the weekend 
was so successful. The sausage sizzle tea/coffee gang of Jan Stott, Robert and Beth Hatton, and 
Anthony Cross did a fantastic  job feeding both the public  and the members--those pikelets were 
great, Jan. Also a special thanks to Bob and Jan Stott for donating the eggs to the museum which 
we sold on a special stand with other items and manned by those top salespeople, Ngaire  
Donaldson and Mrs Bettany.  The eggs boosted our income considerably. 

Other things noted over the weekend included--
! The live broadcast on 239 by radio beach FM and the interview with our youngest member, 

Simon Cross, who was also voted top tram conductor of the weekend [was there both days]--
sorry Alan S - better luck next year!

! Our newest member Mr Guy Fawkes who handled the cable car  tours magnificently but 
looked a bit bedraggled at the end---a nice touch Trevor Be--  a popular attraction

! All members whose first name starts with Andrew are banned from using the P.A system until 
after Christmas - we operate trams not jumbo jets.

All  in all  a great weekend; over $1800 in revenue achieved as well as more new passengers and 
an enjoyable occasion for members.   Again, many thanks to those who participated.

Denys Peck,  Convenor
On behalf of the Tramway Expo organising sub committee. 

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ.

Have you ever looked closely at New Plymouth Birney No. 8 as it  waits in the rear 
storage depot for its eventual restoration?  Henry Brittain did so recently, to check out its 
gongs Ð most of its gong gear is still there. David Cawood in Auckland noticed a bell up 
for auction on the Internet; listed under antiques Ð collectables Ð scientific instruments 
and sourced from New Plymouth.  So, not from No 8, but tram origin perhaps. 

FROM THE TRAMW AY EXPO.
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Simon Cross contemplating the controller of 159

That dapper dresser Malcolm Thomas between trips on motorman duties
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More at home on a bus (!) Mike Secker is also a dab hand at 159’s controls.

Neil McDonald explaining some of his extensive memorabilia to visitors in front of cable car trailer 
6.

ANNUAL  GENERAL MEETING
This was, believe it or not, the 42nd AGM  of the Wellington Tramway Museum. If we add 
in (as we should) those earlier years from the first meeting of the Tramway Preservation 
Association on 3rd September 1960, then thatÕs the 47th of the Museum.

The new Board elected at the AGM  is:

President:      Henry Brittain
Vice-President, Maintenance & Engineering  Allan Neilson
Vice-President, Marketing & Operations  Denys Peck
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Secretary      Graeme Moffatt
Treasurer      Michael Boyton
Board Members     Mike Secker
       Barry Ollerenshaw
       Mike Vash 

Particular thanks were recorded to Keith McGavin, standing down this year as Vice-
President M&O  but remaining as always a key person in our museum leadership.

The Meeting Ð with a good attendance of some 30 members Ð stood for a momentÕs 
respectful silence in honour of the late Charlie Gibson who died in Wanganui on October 
15th. A full  obituary for Charlie will  appear in the next Tramway Topics. For now, we can 
say that he was a larger-than-life character at our museum, and it  was good to have 
known him.

The annual financial reports showed that the net assets on our balance sheet totalled 
$278,422, and that income from normal tram fares (i.e. excluding hire trips etc) was 
$11,446 for the year ended 30th June 2006, satisfyingly up from the previous yearÕs 
$9,486.      

Substation Control Upgrades

Allan Neilson reports:

The photos below illustrate some changes that have been introduced. The Substation 
Operating Instructions are in the process of being amended to cover these changes.

A SAFETY LOCKOUT key switch below  the pushbuttons has been added (see picture 
below). This is for use by maintenance staff only to lockout power from the overhead and 
feeder cables.   The “TRIP BREAKERS” pushbutton has also been changed to red to 
more readily differentiate it from the black “CLOSE DC BREAKER” pushbutton. 
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Neon indicators have been installed. When they are illuminated as shown below, it 
verifies that the power is on to the overhead.

A lockout hasp has also been installed on the TRACTION BREAKER. When it is 
padlocked in the NORMAL OPERATION position as shown below, the TRACTION 
BREAKER can be operated as normal to turn on the power. 
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When the hasp is padlocked in the LOCKED OUT position as shown below, the traction 
breaker can not be operated. 

MAINTENANCE and ENGINEERING NOTES
Mike Vash reports that, amongst a multitude of other tasks in hand:
! The quarterly track inspection was done on 27/8/06 
! Levelling of surfaces around tracks which are not on open ballast has been carried out 

to reduce the incidence of man-catcher tripping on passing trams
! Filling and sanding of the sides of 151 has continued
! The broad gauge 3rd rail has been extended on Road 4 to allow better positioning of 

both the 4Õ8.5Ó Brisbane tram and the 3Õ6Ó cable car set.
! Bird-proofing has been improved on all buildings Ð keep those messy critters out!
! The regular Safety Audit was conducted by Euan McQueen in October.  
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ANYTHING VINT AGE FESTIVAL Ð SUMMER 2006/07

Graeme Moffatt reports:

We all know that the Christmas & New Year holiday period is always one of our busiest 
times, with people in holiday mood and lots of visitors from out of town. This year, to 
add to the chaos and also to help reach our lofty financial target, we will  be holding a 
vintage vehicle and equipment festival over the New Year weekend. 

We have invited a number of other organisations with similar or complimentary goals to 
ours along with Tranz Metro and the Greater Wellington Regional Council. Tranz Metro 
have agreed to run their 1955 vintage red English Electric units between Paraparaumu 
and Paekakariki for the four day period and the Omnibus Society will  be using a some of 
their vintage buses including a blue/yellow Road Services Bedford bus to convey visitors 
from Paraparaumu and Paekakariki Railway Stations to Mackays Crossing. The Regional 
Council have rescheduled a family fun day comprising guided walks and lectures on the 
ecological aspects of Queen Elizabeth Park to coincide with our event.

We will  be utilising our tram barn for an indoor display area as well as providing a 
variety of rides for the public in whatever vintage equipment can be mustered Ð including 
the MuseumÕs own trams.  Vintage cars and buses, military vehicles and horse drawn 
carriages have all been arranged at this stage along with an outdoor display of stationary 
vintage equipment and machinery. A range of children's fairground rides will  also be 
there and local charitable organisations are being invited to set up stalls to raise funds for 
themselves.

The objective is to draw as many people into the Park as possible, with each organisation 
able to show off its exhibits, and where suitable, able to provide (and charge for) rides. As 
well as the trams, the Park already has an excellent beach, newly developed wetlands to 
explore, and a number of other popular attractions.

We are holding the event from Saturday 30th December until Tuesday 2nd January from 
9am until 5pm each day Ð four days Ð all of which are either weekend or public holidays. 
Planning is now well underway and we are currently working on an advertising schedule 
that will  include television, radio and newspaper advertising, the extent of this being 
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dependent on the level of funding assistance we receive. We have made two applications 
to pub charities and early indications are that we will  receive assistance from at least one.

We will  need a good level of help and further updates will  be sent out to members once 
details have been fianalised. If  you are interested and able to assist, please contact Denys 
Peck at <denysp@paradise.net.nz>.

Tramlines
An occasional newsletter for members of the Wellington Tramway Museum Inc. Its aim is to keep members in touch with 
practical notices and the details of current developments – it is deliberately kept modest in style and does not aim at all to 
compete with Tramway Topics, our official journal of record.   Contributions and notes always welcomed. Compiled by 
Alan Smith Alanesmith@xtra.co.nz.      9/11/06

Wellington T ramway museum - Kapiti Coast Electric 
Tramway
Roster availability Summer 2006/07

For all those on the operating roster
The tramways busy summer season is fast approaching, 
To assist the roster co-ordinator in rostering you on your preferred days please 
complete and return as per instructions below
Points to remember
! Like last year the shop will have a dedicated attendant for the 2 weeks following Christmas 
! A special event is being planned for New Years weekend, these days will likely be extra busy
! A second crew will be rostered on the busiest days 
! The Summer roster will include all of February
! Many hands make light work

Name

Weekends and public holidays are in bold type

Day
No I'm Not 
Available Day

No I'm Not 
Available

Tue 26 Dec  Sat 20 Jan  

Wed 27 Dec  Sun 21 Jan  

Thu 28 Dec  Mon 22 Jan  

Fri 29 Dec  Tue 23 Jan  

Sat 30 Dec  Wed 24 Jan  

Sun 31 Dec  Thu 25 Jan  

Mon 1 Jan  Fri 26 Jan  

Tue 2 Jan  Sat 27 Jan  

Wed 3 Jan  Sun 28 Jan  

Thu 4 Jan  Mon 29 Jan  

Fri 5 Jan  Tue 30 Jan  
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Sat 6 Jan  Wed 31 Jan  

Sun 7 Jan  Thu 1 Feb  

Mon 8 Jan  Fri 2 Feb  

Tue 9 Jan  Sat 3 Feb  

Wed 10 Jan  Sun 4 Feb  

Thu 11 Jan  Mon 5 Feb  

Fri 12 Jan  Tue 6 Feb  

Sat 13 Jan  Sat 10 Feb  

Sun 14 Jan  Sun 11 Feb  

Mon 15 Jan  Sat 17 Feb  

Tue 16 Jan  Sun 18 Feb   

Wed 17 Jan  Sat 24 Feb  

Thu 18 Jan  Sun 25 Feb  

Fri 19 Jan    

Please return by Friday 1 December to
email andrew201@hotmail

Mail
Andrew Surgenor, 66 Taylor Terrace,  
Tawa

If I haven't heard from you by 1 December I will assume you are available on all 
days
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